
Life of Pi by Yan Martel  

Taken from the mid-point of ‘Life of Pi’, a young Pi has escaped a ship wreck and found himself on a 

lifeboat, with only a few of the zoo animals his family were transporting from India to Canada for 

company. Here, he is attempting to save the life of a tiger named Richard Parker.  

The ship sank. It made a sound like a monstrous metallic burp. Things bubbled at the surface and 

then vanished. Everything was screaming: the sea, the wind, my heart. From the lifeboat I saw 

something in the water.  

I cried, “Richard Parker, is that you? It’s so hard to see. Oh, that this rain would stop! Richard Parker? 

Richard Parker? Yes, it is you!”  

I could see his head. He was struggling to stay at the surface of the water.  

“How good to see you, Richard Parker! Don’t give up, please. Come to the lifeboat. Do you hear this 

whistle? TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! You heard right. Swim, swim! You’re a strong swimmer. 

It’s not a hundred feet.”  

He had seen me. He looked panic-stricken. He started swimming my way. The water about him was 

shifting wildly. He looked small and helpless.  

“What are you doing, Richard Parker? Don’t you love life? Keep swimming then! TREEEEEE! 

TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! Kick with your legs. Kick! Kick! Kick!” He stirred in the water and made to 

swim.  

“And what of my extended family—birds, beasts and reptiles? They too have drowned. Every single 

thing I value in life has been destroyed. And I am allowed no explanation? I am to suffer hell without 

any account from heaven? In that case, what is the purpose of reason, Richard Parker? Is it no more 

than to shine at practicalities—the getting of food, clothing and shelter? Why can’t reason give 

greater answers? Why can we throw a question further than we can pull in an answer? Why such a 

vast net if there’s so little fish to catch?”  

His head was barely above water. He was looking up, taking in the sky one last time. There was a 

lifebuoy in the boat with a rope tied to it. I took hold of it and waved it in the air.  

“Do you see this lifebuoy, Richard Parker? Do you see it? Catch hold of it! HUMPF! I’ll try again. 

HUMPF!”  

He was too far. But the sight of the lifebuoy flying his way gave him hope. He revived and started 

beating the water with vigorous, desperate strokes. 

 “That’s right! One, two. One, two. One, two. Breathe when you can. Watch for the waves. 

TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE! TREEEEEE!”  

My heart was chilled to ice. I felt ill with grief. But there was no time for frozen shock. It was shock in 

activity. Something in me did not want to give up on life, was unwilling to let go, wanted to fight to 

the very end. Where that part of me got the heart, I don’t know.  



Check your comprehension!  

 

1. What is the general mood of this extract? ………………………….………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...  

2. What other animals were in the zoo?........…………………………………………………………………………….  

3. What was the weather like at sea? ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Q5—Look at lines 1-9 and write down four things we learn about the setting:  

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

 

 

Q2—Look at lines 9-30 and think about the language used to establish that Pi cares deeply for 

Richard Parker. Highlight three quotations you could potentially use in your answer.  

 

Number each quotation you’ve highlighted and write down the technique and effect used for each 

one below: 

1. Technique:  

Effect: 

 

2. Technique:  

Effect:  

 

 

3.  Technique:  

Effect: 

 

Challenge task:  Write a description of a stormy sea using techniques and vocabulary. 


