1. Vocabulary
a) monotonous
b) vault (accept ‘cellarage’ but maybe not ‘caves’)
C) observations
d) emphasis
e) dictatorial
f) inflexible
i) carriage
h) unaccommaodating

2. The repeated word is ‘facts’ which is to show the only type of education acceptable to Gradgrind and his
like. He wants nothing that isn't practical and useful for a life of work, no arts, music, nothing that uses
or enriches the imagination. Everything must be measurable.

3. Gradgrind regards the children as ‘vessels’ to be filled with the information he deems acceptable. He
credits the children with nothing except this capacity to be ‘filled’. Gradgrind shows no understanding of
or empathy with the pupils. He regards them at best as mini adults, at worse as unfeeling, inhuman
entities, without thought, preference or personality.

4. Dickens uses various techniques to create a vivid impression of Gradgrind. Here are some worth
mentioning, but obviously only a few, properly explored and analysed, are required:
-direct speech shows his character. His language is clipped, harsh and authoritative. The use
of hard consonant sounds adds to this impression. Repetition is used to emphasise his
beliefs...but maybe also shows his lack of comprehension of the complexities of education?
-visual description builds a picture of him. The use of strong, evocative metaphors, like, ‘square
wall of a forehead’ and other imagery of buildings, (‘cellarage’, ‘base”) add to the impression
that he is emotionless and unfeeling.
-lots of the imagery is dark like, ‘caves’, which suggests his methods and beliefs are best kept
hidden.
-harsh adjectives like, ‘hard’, ‘inflexible’, ‘dry’ tell us that he is totally unsuited to the education
of young people. He is totally secure in his views and will tolerate no criticism or challenge.
-personification, ‘neckcloth trained to grasp him by the throat’ suggests that even his own
clothes are controlled by him to ensure he never utters a word which is not in keeping with his
beliefs. This is an aggressive image, reflecting his nature.
-repetition of words like ‘square’ suggest a lack of softness in his mind and manner. Everything
about him reflects his nature and determination to advance his one-dimensional educational
view.
- sibilance, repeating the ‘s’ sound in ‘emphasis’, ‘schoolmaster’s sleeve’, makes a hissing, evil
sound, bringing to mind snakes, poison and danger.
-groups of three, like, ‘wide, thin and hard’; ‘inflexible, dry and dictatorial’ build a
comprehensive negative impression of the man.
-alliteration, ‘dry and dictatorial’, creates more hard sounds, which stress the hardness of
Gradgrind.
- simile, ‘like a stubborn fact” makes him sound concerned only with that which can be proved.
Personifying the fact as ‘stubborn’, makes it sound as if it is colluding in Gradgrind’s mission...
or going against him?

5. The children are described as if they are passive recipients of the education they are provided with. They
are granted no control, autonomy or choice, but are expected to be grateful. The use of the word ‘vessels’
reminds us of the old saying, ‘empty vessels make most noise’ suggesting that without being filled, the
children will be useless, babbling inconveniences. ‘Vessels’ also has biblical connotations, suggesting
his ideas are based in Christianity and, ergo, are to be followed.



