Exerxcise B — Letters from Australia

Extract B — Letters from Rustralia: two letters from a pair of
brothers, written in 1852-3 and published in 1853

These letters were first published in the Brighton Gazette during a time when many people
emigrated from Brighton to Australia. They offer an insight into the minds of two such migrants.

Dear father, mother, sister and brother,

This is the first time | have taken a pen in hand since leaving, having left all the writing to Henry, who
is keeping a log, from which you shall have more particulars in our next. Circular sailing is tedious and
very monotonous; we have not seen a vessel for about six weeks till our arrival in port. The ‘Statesman’

5 s a splendid sailing ship, with a very clever captain; but a great many are dissatisfied with the diet and
regulations, though there has been very little to trouble us. | am sorry we brought much luggage, as storage
in Melbourne is difficult and expensive. | hope in our next we shall be able to give you fuller information as
to future intentions, but at present everything is very exciting. Can’t think of anything more at present.

Dear Father and Mother, Sister and Brother,— This is the first opportunity we have had since leaving the ship
10 for giving you an account of our proceedings.

With £100, a man who can handle a few tools can make his fortune in a few years. Many talk of returning

to England to retire. Numbers predict unfavourably of the future, such myriads of arrivals. Some say a famine-
will ensue; too much labour in the market of the wrong sort — clerks, drapers, tailors, shoemakers, shopmen
etc, not wanted. Hundreds are tented: no house to be got.

15 Now a little about the climate and locality. In a month’s time it will be midsummer — it is now very warm,
morning and evening cold, dark at seven, and clearer and lighter excepting when the hot winds are blowing,
when it is insufferable. Men wear veils. The air is filled with dust, and appears like a mist, with swarms
of sand flies which injure the eyes. We have had heavy thunder and lightning lately. Last winter was long
and wet. The rainy season being now over, the earth begins to dry up — weather variable but rarely foggy.

20 Melbourne is a healthy place, regularly laid out, with some good shops. We are quite comfortable. And have
resolved on bettering our condition. We shall certainly prefer living in England, some future time, and advise
any one who is getting a living, and can save a little to stay at home contented, and not let gold digging
induce them to leave a certainty for an uncertainty, unless they have good friends here to receive them.

Just picture 1000 or 1500 more tents encamped around Melbourne, exposed to wind and weather, occupied

25 by a large portion of a nondescript class, having a long distance to go for wood and water! Numbers, some
with families, applying for situations, none to be had! It is truly pitiable, roughing it with a vengeance. Tell
Fred not to think of coming out yet till he hears more from us; a few months will tell tales about labour in
this country if fresh diggings are not discovered. Tell him to stick to industry, economy and his freehold. We
hope you are all in good health and plenty of trade....... You will be glad to know that we have made no

30 sacrifice and not been put to any extremity yet, but are saving money while in work. We sent a letter on our
arrival in Port Phillip by the “Australian,” which we hope you have got. We will send more particulars in
our next, and endeavour to write for every mail. We are most anxious to hear from you, and have enquired
several times at the post office, but no luck. Six steamers have arrived, not one in less time than a sailing
ship. The “Great Britain” has just come in 82 days. We were 83 days land to land. We now conclude,

35 hoping you have had a merry Christmas, and that you will enjoy a prosperous new year.

From your affectionate sons, o

particulars - detailed information
myriads - very large numbers of people or things
freehold - owned land and property

Henry Humphrey .
Herbert Humphrey.
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