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o Henry seems more emotional and animated. He uses
exclamations (“none to be had!”) and wishes his family
well at the end of his letter. On the other hand, Herbert
signs off his letter with “Can’t think of anything more at
present”, showing him to be calmer and less emotive.

Page 1: Exercise C — Comparing Texts

You should have used relevant examples from both extracts
to make several comparisons between the two locations.
Here are some things you could have mentioned:

o Melbourne is shown to be a place where people go

in hopes of “bettering their condition”. The use of
“bettering” implies that one can improve themselves

in Australia, making it sound like a good place to live.
However, the people in White Cliffs are said to need
“tolerance” and “fortitude” to stay, which suggests life
there is difficult and it isn’t somewhere most people
would choose to move to.

Bryson makes White Cliffs seem empty. He uses
language associated with isolation, such as “barren” and
“lonely”, to create the impression that there is nothing or
nobody there. In contrast, Melbourne is described as a
busy place. The mention of “1000 or 1500 more tents”
shows the large number of people in contrast to White
Cliffs. Itis said to be “a healthy place” with “some good
shops”. The adjective “healthy” suggests that it is in good
condition and functioning well as a city.

You could also compare the "healthy” Melbourne with the lifeless White
Cliffs, which is described as a "listless world of heat and dust”.

You should have compared the writers’ attitudes in detail,
using relevant examples and terminology to support your
points. Here are some things you could have mentioned:

e The Humphrey brothers seem to have a more optimistic
attitude to Australia. They describe it as a place

where one “can make his fortune in a few years”.

The use of “few” emphasises how little time it takes,
which emphasises the idea that Australia is a land of
opportunity. In contrast, Bryson says that the Australian
desert is “as barren an expanse” as he had ever seen.
The adjective “barren” creates the impression that it is
an unfruitful place that can’t support life. This suggests
that Bryson views Australia more negatively than the:
Humphrey brothers.

* ‘Both extracts end by focusing on favourable attitudes to
Australia. Bryson corsiders the lingering beauty of White
Cliffs and concludes by directly quoting a resident of
White Cliffs, who says they’d “find these sunsets hard to
give up”. This makes the beauty of White Cliffs sound
addicting and emphasises how spectacular they are.
Henry Humphrey says that they have made “no sacrifice”
and are “saving money” in Melbourne. This implies
that the brothers are prospering, ending with a positive
attitude towards what Australia has to offer.

You could finish your answer by commenting on how the extracts were
written almost 150 years apart. Would you expect them to have more
similarities or differences in their attitudes given this time difference?
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