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Answers

Section One — Australian Adventures

Pages 2-4: Exercise A — Down Under
1. a) Any three words or phrases about the uninhabited landscape

from the correct part of the extract. Answers might include:
° “barren”

e “alonely mailbox”

o “the only other lively thing”

b) You might have said Bryson felt uncomfortable because he

uses a simile to compare the journey to spending “the day in
a cement mixer”. This implies that it was an unpleasant and
physically painful experience for him.

Don't worry if you've talked about a different feeling to the one above —
just make sure that you've used evidence from the text to support your view.

2.

3.a)

=g

5.a)

You should have given an example from the text that suggests
that living in White Cliffs would be difficult and then
explained how it gives you this impression. For example:

* Bryson describes White Cliffs as “a listless world of heat
and dust.” You might have commented on the adjective
“Jistless”, which evokes a sense of lifelessness, or the use
of “world of”, which highlights how the entirety of
White Cliffs appears to be made up of heat and dust.

This shows how difficult it might be to thrive there.

e Bryson likens living in White Cliffs to colonizing
Mars, stating how you’d need the same “tolerance and
fortitude” to live in either. This analogy suggests that life
there would be difficult, and makes it seem alien and
other-worldly.

You could have talked about how the word “burrowed”

makes the reader think of an animal trying to dig for shelter.

The effect of this could be that it emphasises how the houses

offer refuge from the intense heat, or that it highlights how

deeply embedded the houses are in the hills.

You should have said that the language device is a simile and

given a brief explanation as to what the simile suggests about

the motel. Here are some things you could have mentioned:

e By comparing the motel to a location from a popular spy
film, Bryson suggests that the motel looks stylish.

o The world “early” implies that the motel might now
look outdated. Like the rest of the town, it's no longer
at its best.

Any two ideas or descriptions from the correct part of the

extract that show the appeal of White Cliffs, followed by a

brief explanation of why they have this effect. For example:

e The description of the™Kangaroos... grazing
picturesquely” is appealing because it creates a romantic
image of nature that might seem quite exotic to readers
outside of Australia.

o The incredible view, where there isn’t “a scrap of
intrusion” for forty miles, makes White Cliffs seems very
peaceful. You could add that as there isn't even “a scrap”
of anything interrupting the view, it highlights this sense
of tranquillity.

Any three examples from the extract which relate to colour.

Answers might include:

e “3 coating of red dust”

e “asmall blotch”

e “the two bleached hills”

e “colour in a hundred layered shades” |

¢ “glowing pinks”

e “deep purples”

o ‘careless banner of pure crimson”

Answers

b) You should have talked about how Bryson uses colour to give

you an initial idea of White Cliffs and the surrounding area,

then how he uses colour to challenge this idea later in the

extract. Here are some things you could have mentioned:

* Bryson describes how they were coated in “red dust” on
their journey. Red is often associated with aggression or
warning signs, which implies there may be danger ahead.

o The lack of colour in the “bleached hills” makes White
Cliffs seem bleak, as though whatever colour was once
there has been removed by the harsh environment.

o The sunset at the end of the extract fills the landscape
with colour “in a hundred layered shades”. The use of
“layered” hints that there’s a level of depth to White Cliffs
that was previously hidden.

o The listing of colours, such as “glowing, pinks, deep
purples” etc. makes White Cliffs seem vibrant and full
compared to earlier in the extract, reflecting how Bryson’s
opinion of White Cliffs has started to change.

Pages 5-6: Exercise B — Letters from Australia

L.

2. )

b)

You could have talked about how the letters were intended
to reassure the brothers’ family that they had arrived in
Australia safely and were having an exciting experience, or
that they were to inform the brothers’ family about what the
weather and economy in Australia was like.

You should have talked about the impression you get from

this part of the extract and explained why. For example:

e The journey seems dull and uninspiring. The writer
describes circular sailing as “tedious” and “very
monotonous”. The use of the adverb “very” emphasises
how boring the writer finds this type of sailing.

o The journey seems to be going smoothly for the writer
and his brother. The writer says that there has been
“very little to trouble” them and they have a “very clever
captain”. This alliteration emphasises the adjective
“clever”, and shows the captain is in control of the ship.

You should have said how the second letter presents a

different impression of the brothers’ experience. Here are

some things you could have mentioned:

o The second letter makes life in Australia sound tough
compared to the ship. The image of “1000 or 1500 tents”
that are “exposed to wind and weather” creates a dismal
impression. The verb “exposed” highlights how these
people are vulnerable and have no protection.

o The structure of the second letter highlights how there is a
lot more happening. Splitting the letter into sections about
Australia’s employment, weather and a description of
Melbourne shows how much more there is to talk about.

o The second letter adopts a more narrative style, making
the brothers’ experience seem more interesting. For
example, the simile used to describe the dust “like a mist,
with swarms of sand flies which injure the eyes” makes
even the uncomfortable aspects sound interesting.

Your answer will depend on how you interpret the letters,

but you should have backed up whatever you've said with

evidence. Here are some things you could have mentioned:

o Herbert seems more reserved than his brother Henry.

He uses less detailed language, such as “very exciting”,
while Henry uses more descriptive language, such as
“myriads of arrivals”, to describe their travels. Herbert
also leaves most of the writing for Henry to do.
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