eeooee Mistakes in using verbs

shifting from active to passive voice

Do not shift from active to passive within sentences or paragraphs.

Active voice: when the subject of a sentence performs the action.  Bobrswept the yard.
Passive voice: when the subject of the sentence is acted upon. The yard was swep! by Bob.

Present perfect or past tense?

Did you finish your work yet? (incorrect — a present perfect expresses past action extending into the present)
Have you finished your work yet? (correct — using present perfect)

General truth

The general truth is a fact that was true in the past and is true today. If it appears in a sentence using
the past tense, it should be expressed in the present tense.

The doctor told me yesterday that stress was a killer. (incorrect — present tense about the truth should be used)
The doctor told me yesterday that stress is a killer. (correct)

Historic present

When speaking about an event or a person in history, the present tense is used.VVe call this the
historic present.

Bob Menzies was one of the great prime ministers in Australian bistory. (incorrect)
Bob Menzies is one of the great Prime Ministers in Australian bistory. (correct)

Split infinitives

Try to avoid placing words between to and the verb when using the infinitive.

I hope to quickly finish the painting. (split infinitive)
1 hope 10 finish the painting quickly. (preferred)

The subjunctive mood

The subjunctive mood is used to express a wish or a condition that is not a fact.
Use: | were, you were, he or she were, we were, they were

Twish I was as old as you. (incorrect — subjunctive I were should have been used because I am not, in fact, as old)
If Lwere as rich as the queen, I would give it all away. (correct)

* Choose the correct or preferred word or words.

1 He likes (to closely watch, to watch closely) when I am drawing,

2 The Elizabethan Age (is was) a glorious page in English history. -

3 Birds were singing, bees were buzzing and hands (were being clapped, were clapping)

4 Last week a visiting lecturer told us that smoking (is was) fatal to health.
5 (Did Vera bring, Has Vera brought ) the library book back yet ?
6 IfJill (was were) here 1 am sure she would help me.
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