GRAMMAR and USAGE

@ Agreement of verbs eeecee

A verb must agree with its subject in number and person.

The dogs were sleeping in a basket. (dogs — plural, were sleeping — plural)

A cat and dog are living in the shed. (Two singular subjects take a plural verb.)

The coach as well as the players is leaving the field. (Words joined to the subject by as well as or in addition to do not
affect the original subject.

Tea and scones is being served in the garden. (Some common expressions are regarded as singular even though they
may be made up of a plural noun.)

The group was camped by the stream. (Collective nouns usually take singular verbs.)

A group of scouts were waiting at the post office counter. (Here the verb is plural as the collective noun emphasises the
members of the group.)

Neither of the girls is able to come. (Indefinite pronouns that are subjects are singular.)

A large number of cars were on the road. (Here the verb is plural as the collective noun 4 number is clearly plural.)
The number of cars is increasing each year. (Here the verb is singular as the number is singular.)

Ninety dollars was too much to pay. (The noun denotes a single sum so the verb is singular. Other single entities may
include time, weight or distance.)

A truck or bicycles were used to transport the soldiers. (The verb agrees with the nearest subject.)

None of the bikers were on time. (None in this case means 70 persons, so a plural verb is needed.)

None of the wheat was harvested. (None is obviously singular.)

I}rlon or shingles are to be used for the roof. (When one subject is singular and the other plural, the verb must agree with
the nearer one.)

She, not 1, is playing in the doubles match. (If one subject is affirmative and the other negative, the verb agrees the
affirmative.)

e Choose the correct form of the verb from the brackets.

1 Fish and chips (are is) sold at a shop near the harbour entrance.
2 (Has Have) either of the girls seen the notice board ?
3 Ten kilometres (is are) - too far to walk after school.
4 None of the milk (was were) _ fit to drink after being in the sun for so long.
5 A number of white ants (was were) discovered eating the floorboards.
6 Sheets or a sleeping bag (were was) supplied to the tourists at the camp.
7 The players as well as the captain (is are) going to shake hands with the Queen.
8 He, not I, (am is) is going to open the batting.
9 The armada (were was) ; sighted from the cliff tops by the citizens of Plymouth.
10 The number of planes landing at Mascot (seem seems) to be increasing.
11 A Holden and a Ford (are is) . parked in the driveway.
12 Neither of the girls (is are) going to the library. |
13 The cat in addition to its kittens ( is are) being looked after by the RSPCA.
14 Sausages and eggs (is are) ’ my favourite breakfast.
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