
Music: Terms 3 and 4

Year 9

Title of Topic(s) Content/ knowledge to
be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional
reading/
websites/
resources

Term 3 The Viennese
Waltz

Historical/Social
context: A waltz is a
piece of music to dance
to. It originated in Austria
in the 1790s and was
mainly danced in the
ballrooms of the capital,
Vienna. The waltz was a
very popular ballroom
dance in the 19th century.
Originally a fast, peasant
dance, but taken up by
the noblemen and upper
classes in the late 1700s,
it spread around Europe,
and other ballroom
dances developed from
it.

Performing:
Learning to play The
Blue Danube by Johann
Strauss

Playing your own Waltz
melody along with chords

Composing:
Composing your own

Pieces/songs
studied:

The Blue
Danube:
Johann Strauss

The Sound of
Music: My
Favourite
Things

Oliver!:
Oom-pah-pah

Moon River:
Henry Mancini
with lyrics by
Johnny Mercer.
Originally
performed by
Audrey
Hepburn.

Performance: accuracy,
fluency, expression

Dynamics: pp, p, mp, mf,
f, ff crescendo,
diminuendo

Rhythm and metre:

Crochets, quavers,
semi-quavers, minims,
semi-breves, triplets
Time signatures, bars,
ties, syncopation,
anacrusis,
time signature
Waltz: Always in 3 beats
in a bar. ‘Oom-pah-pah’
rhythm with the
emphasis on the first
beat of the bar.

Melody: phrase,
question and answer,
chromaticism, sequence,
repetition, steps and
leaps, passing notes
Waltz: Pairs of balanced
melodic phrases, all

Ear training:
Singing at
home using the
aural skills
slides (degrees
of the scale
12345671)

Practise Waltz
melody at
home/in school

Singing at
home

Musical
terminology:
Focus on
Sound

BBC Bitesize
Key Stage 3
Music

https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82


Waltz melody

Musicianship skills: Ear
training: aural skills.
Identifying notes by ear.
Understanding rhythm
and duration: to be able
to recognise and explain
how notes each have a
specific duration. Identify
rhythms in notation and
by ear. Working out notes
on a stave (steps/leaps.
Pitches/degrees of the
scale: 12345671).
Working out degrees of
the scale by ear.
Identifying melodic
phrases by ear.

linked to the first phrase.

Harmony/Chords:
Waltz: Major/Minor, tonic
chord, triad, primary
chords, chords I, ii, IV, V,
perfect cadence V-I
Waltz: one chord per bar

Tonality: Major and
Minor

Tempo: accelerando

Texture: melody and
accompaniment, unison,
bassline

Timbre: The Classical/
Romantic orchestra

Pitch: tonic

Structure:
Waltz: In 16- or 32-bar
sections, made of
regular, balanced
phrases. Different
sections may have
different melodies and
be in a different key.

Term 4 The Viennese
Waltz

Keyboard
performance
assessment

Musicianship
skills test

Revise for
musicianship
test

Musical
terminology:
Focus on
Sound

https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/


(Google Quiz in
classroom
including
listening,
theory, aural
and musical
understanding
questions)

BBC Bitesize
Key Stage 3
Music

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82

