
Drama: Terms 3 and 4

Year 9

Title of Topic(s) Content/ knowledge to
be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Additional reading/
websites/ resources

Term 3 Comedy –,
Whole group
comic
performance
“The Small
Time
Gangster”.

Commedia

Ability to use drama to
communicate meaning
through a range of
different styles.
Increased knowledge of
genre. Improved
awareness of physicality
and facial expression.
Understanding of what
makes something funny
and why.
Ability to work on a piece
of drama as a whole
class.

Students see  the
National Theatre’s
production of “One Man
Two Governors” and
workshop some key
scenes. We may also
look at “Alotta chocolata”

Teacher and peer
assessment that is
informal and verbal and
used to help individuals
and small groups apply
the dramatic skills
explored to their own
work. Self reflection on
the whole group tasks
e.g. ”WWW?” (What
went well?) “How can we
make this better?”
Students encouraged to
analyse why their
practical work was
effective.

Discussion of plot and
characterisation.
Rehearsal and
performance of key
comic moments.

slapstick, stereotype,
surrealism, parody

Stock characters/the
lovers/Doctor/Pantalo
on/Innkeeper/Truffaldi
no/zani/Smeraldina/m
ask

Funny business
Physical comedy
Rowan Atkinson on
click view.
Why is that so
funny? John Wright

30 Rock-Kenneth
Parcell - YouTube

Commedia
dell'Arte: A
Historical Overview
- YouTube

national theatre
commedia -
YouTube

Term 4 DNA - Dennis
Kelly

How to read a play text
successfully aloud. How
a full length play is
structured and how
tension is produced. How

Teacher and peer
assessment that is
informal and verbal and
used to help individuals
and small groups apply

plot/structure/morality
/DNA Naturalistic
dialogue/Key
momentspace/pause/
tone of voice/stage

Characters: DNA by
Dennis Kelly |
English Literature –
Making a Scene -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uaiv0xzRLaY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uaiv0xzRLaY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqlfTG40RUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqlfTG40RUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqlfTG40RUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqlfTG40RUI
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=national+theatre+commedia
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=national+theatre+commedia
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=national+theatre+commedia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuYIV8JJ0SA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuYIV8JJ0SA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuYIV8JJ0SA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuYIV8JJ0SA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuYIV8JJ0SA


the morality of the
characters is reflected in
the dialogue

the dramatic skills
explored to their work
with text

directions/table read
Plot: DNA by
Dennis Kelly |
English Literature –
Making a Scene -
YouTube

Plot: DNA by
Dennis Kelly |
English Literature –
Making a Scene -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KwujlgvJjw

