
 

Library Lessons: Terms 1 and 2 

The books selected for Libary Lessons lessons are intended to encourage students to read for pleasure and to develop and experience 

themes and ideas linked to our Downend School Values.  

  

Year 9 

We have started year 9 with a short book aimed at engaging all readers with a teenage adventure. The themes of the books connect with 

both the English , History and RPE curriculum as well as dealing with our values and PSHE themes about identity.  However we are also 

aiming to encourage our students to be more ambitious in their reading, preparing them for the challenges of GCSE. 

 

 Title Content Activity Homework Additional Reading 

Term 

One 

Lark or 

Rook by 

Anthony 

McGowan 

 

Two brothers escape the challenges 

of their family with a trip onto the 

moors which proves to be potentially 

life threatening 

 

In the accompanying book, Rook, 

the brothers’ relationship is strained 
by their attempts to help an injured 

animal to survive and by the 

challenges of growing up. 

Lessons start with a recall 

comprehension and 

vocabulary quiz  

 

The teacher reads to the 

group 

 

Students read from their 

own book for 15 minutes 

Students to read their 

own book for at least 

half and hour each 

week 

To be set according to 

students’ needs and 
levels. 

 

Library book lists are 

available online in 

Reading Cloud with 

different genres identified 

Downend Reading 

Curriculum 2024 25 

 

Students who receive 

additional literacy 

support may be given 

reading to support 

interventions they are 

involved in.  

Term 

Two 

Animal 

Farm - 

George 

Orwell 

As students start to study the rise of 

the Nazis in History lessons they will 

also be reading this classic 

dystopian text on the theme of 

dictatorship 

 

 

http://www.downend.com/British-Values-and-SMSC/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eZjUe-VRhesY4dD0vwCmdzJhnZGy2J14W3yPrs_JMr8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eZjUe-VRhesY4dD0vwCmdzJhnZGy2J14W3yPrs_JMr8/edit?usp=sharing

