
 

 English: Terms 1 and 2 

 Year 9 

  

 Title of 

Topic(s) 

Content/ knowledge to 

be taught  

Activities and 

assessments 

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Suggested 

independent 

reading 

Year 9 

Term 1 

Crime: 

Detective 

genre 

To recap and analyse 
how writers create 
characters. 
To understand and 
analyse  the genre. 
To read and identify the 
concept of morality in 
non-fiction articles. 
To understand the 
glorification of the 
genre. 
To read and form 
responses to detective 
fiction extracts.  
To read Sherlock 
Holmes stories and 
appreciate his influence 
on crime literature. 
To analyse how writers 
create suspense.  
 

Reading assessment 

on the themes and 

how the writer creates 

suspense. 

 

 

Persistence 
Contradiction 
Villain 
Morality 
Glorification 
Sleuth 
Deception 
Suspect 
Denouement 
Alibi 
 
 

 

 

 

Work to support 

learning in class 

including: 

 

- Extract analysis 

- Genre research 

The Sign of Four 

by Arthur Conan 

Doyle  (GCSE 

text may contain 

mature themes) 

Year 9  

Term 2 

Novel: Animal 

Farm 

To analyse the plot, 

characterisation, structure 

and themes of the novel, 

including power and 

corruption. 

To understand the writer’s 
craft with a focus on 

allegory and analogies 

Assessment: reading 

analysis  of themes and 

structure 

Allegorical 

Dissent 

Satire 

Hierarchy 

Despotic 

Corrupt 

Intelligent 

Oppressed 

Homework to be 

directed by 

teacher. 

1984 by George 

Orwell (maturer 

themes)   

Hunger Games 

(Suzanne Colli 



 

To understand the political 

context of the novel.  

To revise allusions and 

link these to the novel 

To explore the dystopian 

genre of the novel 

To explore how 

tension/suspense is 

created. 

To analyse the importance 

of setting in the novel. 

To analyse extracts from 

the novel. 

Democracy 

Capitalism 

 

 

 


