
Year 8 curriculum terms 5 and 6 2026 

1. Content / Knowledge to be Taught 

Assessment Completion & Transition 

● Completion of previous unit assessment 

● “Temps sale” (correction and improvement cycle) 

● Retrieval of key grammar and vocabulary 

 

Customs, Festivals & Celebrations 

Introduction to Festivals 

● Different types of festivals (cultural and religious) 

● Key vocabulary for celebrations 

● Dates and expressing opinions 

Describing Festivals 

● Justified opinions about festivals 

● Key -er verbs linked to celebrations 

● Describing a festival photo 

● Structure: elle a l’air + adjective 

Festival Activities 

● Structures: 

○ pour la fête il faut… 

○ cependant / en revanche il ne faut pas… 

○ on peut… 

● Possessive structures with de (les traditions de ma famille) 

● Possessive adjectives: notre, leur 

● Talking about birthdays and weddings 

Religious Festivals 

● Key festivals: Christmas, Easter, Eid al-Fitr 

● Verbs: je crois, vois, reçois, écris (and 3rd person forms) 

● Past participles: vu, bu, reçu, écrit 

● Talking about beliefs: je suis / on est… 

● Places of worship: je vais / on va au, à la, à l’, aux… 

Festival Narration 

● Activities during festivals: 

 on mange, donne, organise, prépare, cache, achète, s’amuse 

● Past tense: 



○ je suis allé(e), on est allé(e)(s) (recognition + limited production) 

○ c’était… 

Festival Food 

● Food vocabulary 

● Partitive article: du, de la, des 

● Future and near future (1st, 2nd, 3rd person): 

○ je vais manger, tu vas acheter, il va préparer 

 

Work & Future (Introduction) 

Jobs 

● Key job vocabulary (no article) 

● Recognising and recalling job roles 

● Charades and vocabulary building 

Future Intentions 

● Structures: 

○ je veux, je rêve de, je vais, j’espère, j’aspire à 

○ être / devenir + job 

● Giving opinions about jobs 

● Advantages and disadvantages: 

○ l’avantage de… est/sera… 

Post-16 Education & Opportunities 

● Education options after GCSE 

● Opportunities linked to languages 

● Awareness of pathways and careers 

Personal Qualities 

● Qualities needed for jobs 

● Basic qualifications and skills vocabulary 

2. Skills and Structures  

Grammar 

● Present tense (regular + key irregular verbs) 

● Near future (aller + infinitive) – 3 persons 

● Introduction to simple future (recognition/use) 

● Perfect tense (avoir and être verbs – limited use, key forms memorised) 

● Irregular verbs: voir, croire, recevoir, écrire 

● Modal structures: il faut, on peut 

● Possessive adjectives: notre, leur 



● Partitive articles: du, de la, des 

● Opinion structures + justification (parce que, cependant, en revanche) 

● Infinitive constructions after verbs (je vais manger) 

● Prepositions with places (au, à la, à l’, aux) 

Phonics 

● Silent endings in -ent (3rd person plural recognition) 

● é vs er sound patterns 

● Nasal sounds (an, en) 

● Liaison (on est allé) 

● Intonation in extended opinions 

Language Skills 

● Listening: identify tenses and key vocabulary 

● Speaking: describe festivals and give opinions 

● Reading: understand short authentic-style texts on festivals 

● Writing: develop short paragraphs with multiple time frames 

● Translation: sentence-level (Eng ↔ Fr) including verbs and opinions 

● Photo description (foundation GCSE skill) 

Assessments 

Vocabulary tests 

Festivals End of Unit Assessment: 

● Listening (festival activities) 

● Reading comprehension 

● Writing: describe a festival (include opinion + future reference) 

● Speaking: recorded presentation TBC 

Work in class assessments 

● Speaking: describe ideal job + reasons 

● Vocabulary test (jobs and qualities) 

4.  Homework examples (see google classroom weekly) 

● Weekly vocabulary learning (festivals, food, jobs) 

● Quizlet tasks 

● Pearson active hub tasks 

● Prepare speaking presentation (recording) 

● Grammar worksheets (eg partitive, future tense, irregular verbs) 

● Research task: a French-speaking festival 

5. Websites 

● BBC Bitesize KS3 French (festivals and work topics) 



● Languages Online (verb practice) 

● Quizlet vocabulary sets 

● Pearson active hub 

 

 


