
English: Terms 5 and 6

Year 8

Title of Topic(s) Content/ knowledge to
be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional
reading/
websites/
resources

Term 5 Poetry Across
Time

● To revise poetic
form, structure
and devices and
introduce
sonnets, ballads
and free verse.

● To produce a
timeline of poetic
movements,
including poetry
from year 7.

● To explore the
context of
Romantic and
Renaissance
poetry.

● To read a range
of modern poetry,
with a focus on
Spoken word and
LGBTQIA+ poetry

● To introduce
students to the
gothic genre and
study The Raven
by Edgar Allen
Poe.

● To write and
perform your own

Analysis of a common
idea in two studied
poems.
Knowledge assessment
of poetic techniques

Renaissance
Contemporary
Ancient
Discourse
Proverb
Patriotism
Futile
Propaganda
Contempt
Melancholy

Homework to
be set weekly
as directed by
the teacher.

**Poetry
anthology from
a choice of
poets
William Blake
John Keats
Simon
Armitage
William
Wordsworth
Imtiaz Dharker
John Agard



poetry.
● To develop

comparison skills
across texts.

Term 6 Travel Writing ● To revise the
conventions of
nonfiction writing.
e.g. pathos,
ethos, logos.

● To read a variety
of travel writing
e.g blogs,
journals,
travelogues

● To understand
how travel has
the power to
transform
people’s mindset
and wellbeing.

● To read a variety
of narrative
perspectives from
various locations.

● To further develop
descriptive and
persuasive writing
skills.

● How to format an
article

Assessment: Knowledge
quiz about non fiction
writing.
Writing a short piece
based on travel.

Destination
Circumnavigate
Tourism
Embark
Departure
Expedition
Voyage
Migration
Excursion
Sojourn

Homework to
be set weekly
as directed by
the teacher.

The Explorer, by
Katherine
Rundell
Journey to the
centre of the
Earth by Jules
Verne

** May contain mature content


