
English: Terms 3 and 4

Year 8

Title of Topic(s) Content/ knowledge to
be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional
reading/
websites/
resources

Term 3 Victorian Short
Stories

● To revisit narrative
structure and crafting
characters.

● To revisit how
different narrative
perspectives are
shown and introduce
unreliable narrators.

● To revise how
inference is created
and apply this to new
texts explaining how
it creates meaning.

● Identify and track a
theme in a story.

● To explore Victorian
culture and society
such as ragged
schools,
workhouses, living
conditions.

● To understand social
responsibility and
how this concept
influences writers.

● To read a wide range
of Victorian short
stories

● To explore famous
characters from the
works of Dickens

Analysis of a key
character in a Victorian
story e.g Miss Havisham.

Monarch
Reign
Repression
Suffrage
Reform
Patriarchy
Empire
Philanthropy
Wretched
Poverty

To be set
weekly by the
teacher to suit
class.
Language
analysis

Knowledge
Victorian
context

Reading tasks

Opening
chapters of
Great
Expectations.

Alice in
Wonderland by
Lewis Carroll.

Another Twist
in the tale by
Catherine
Bruton.



Term 4 Perspectives:
A non-fiction
study of how
people view
their lives.

● To revise how to
speak for purpose
and audience.

● To build on year 7
oracy unit and
understand how
to effectively use
emotive language
and pathos, ethos
and logos.

● To have an
understanding of
protected
characteristics in
society.

● To explore a
variety of non
fiction texts with a
focus on writers’
viewpoints and
perspectives.

● To foster empathy
and
understanding to
apply to the wider
world.

To write and deliver a
speech on a current
issue through a certain
perspective.

Ideology
Discrimination
Superficial
Enlighten
Adversity
Subvert
Juxtaposition
Diversity
Equity
Prejudice

To be set
weekly by the
teacher to suit
class.

I am Malala: Teen
edition


