
Drama: Terms 3 and 4

Year 8

Title of Topic(s) Content/ knowledge to
be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional
reading/
websites/
resources

Term 3 Dramatic
contrast – The
Waxworks
museum.

Jo - a troubled
teenager.

Increased confidence
in how to use switches
in physical and verbal
pace to communicate a
piece of genre theatre
effectively to an
audience. To work
effectively as part of a
large team.

Increased confidence
in structuring a
narrative,
understanding the
conventions of  teacher
in role in more depth,
ability to use hot
seating to deepen
character, use of
flashback.

Assessment is Informal
and verbal, used to help
the whole tutor group
understand the basic
conventions of the horror
genre and how to work
together on a successful
performance.

teacher in role, hot
seating, flashback.
Assessment is Informal
and verbal, used to help
individuals and small
groups understand basic
conventions of
performance, working
together and the drama
space.

Genre/pace/
tension/tropes/
prequel/cliche

teacher in role,
hot seating,
character,
flashback,
psychiatrist,
repression.

On Writing
Horror: A
Handbook by
the Horror
Writers
Association: A
Handbook by
"The Horror
Writers of
America"
by Mort Castle

Pages  64 - 69
Developing
drama skills  11
–14   (Joss
Bennathan)

Term 4 Communication
and the outsider

To explore the idea of
‘the outsider’ in society
and the desire for
integration. To
understand the nature
of communication and
how it can be

Creating the village. The
alien craft appears. The
army become involved.
Civil disobedience. The
blue rash. Child
evacuation.
Communication with the

Key line,image,
movement
Characterisatio
n, tone of
voice,eye
contact,
storytelling,

The day the
earth stood still
(film 1951)
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interpreted and
misinterpreted.To
develop problem
solving skills.
To use and understand
a variety of drama
techniques.

alien freeze frames,
thought
tracking.


