
 

French: Terms 1 and 2 

Year 8 
 
Learning a foreign language provides an opening to other cultures and linguistic formations, for which we aim to inspire an appreciation. 
We want to teach students the importance of being literate and of having excellent communication skills in more than one language in our 
increasingly global community. Real communication is the central thread to our lessons and the teaching of grammar and vocabulary is 
considered vital to develop genuine independence in the students’ ability to express themselves. We seek to provide the foundation for 
learning further languages as well as equipping pupils to study and work in a global environment. 
 

 Content/ knowledge to be 
taught 

Skills and structures Activities and 
assessments 

Homework Additional 
reading/ 
websites/ 
resources 

Term 
1  

Classroom rules and 
routines, reintroduction to 
books and expectations​
 
Body parts and expressions 
with avoir (e.g. j’ai mal à...)​
 
Introduction to avoir in 3 
time frames (present, 
perfect, near future)​
 
Sport and fitness: il faut / on 
doit + infinitive​
 
Opinions and justifications in 
health context​
 
Common injuries and 
illnesses (j’ai mal à la tête, 

 
Communication Skills 

●​ Develop accuracy in use of 
3 tenses in context​
 

●​ Listening and identifying 
time frames and negatives​
 

●​ Describing and giving 
advice in role plays​
 

●​ Expressing opinions and 
intentions with extended 
sentences​
 

●​ Asking and answering 
questions orally and in 
writing​
 

Relevant PPTs and class 
activities.  

Exit Ticket avoir 
expressions 

Learn core vocab from 
knowledge organiser. 
 
Quizlet practice (core and 
further vocab). 
 
2 vocab tests. 

Weekly 
vocabulary to 
learn on 
knowledge 
organisers and 
quizlet (regular 
testing). 
Practice tasks 
online (active 
hub) or in 
exercise books. 
 
 

Quizlet 
(vocabulaire; 
assessment 
practice) 
Memrise 
(targeted KS4 
vocabulary, 
general) 
Languagesonlin
e.org.uk 
(grammar 
practice) 
Active hub 
Duolingo 
(possible extra 
engagement 
and 
vocabulary) 
 



 

je suis malade)​
 
Healthy eating vocabulary 
and expressions​
 
Use of negatives: pas, 
jamais, rien​
 
Introduction to adverbs of 
quantity (trop de, assez de, 
peu de)​
 
Future fitness plans: je vais, 
on va, j’ai l’intention de…​
 
Advanced expressions of 
intention: je voudrais bien, 
ce sera…​
 
Role plays: doctor’s advice 
(il faut + infinitive, smoking, 
fast food)​
 
Culture: French health 
systems and attitudes 

Grammar Structures 
●​ Present, past (j’ai eu, j’ai 

fait, j’ai mangé) and near 
future (je vais faire, on va 
manger)​
 

●​ Modal verbs: il faut, on doit 
+ infinitives​
 

●​ Adverbs of quantity: trop 
de, assez de, beaucoup 
de, peu de​
 

●​ Use of ne...pas, 
ne...jamais, ne...rien​
 

●​ Prepositions: à, en, au, 
aux​
 

●​ Forming and answering 
est-ce que questions​
 

●​ Using complex sentence 
starters: je voudrais bien, 
j’ai l’intention de, 
cependant...​
 

Phonics/Tense Sounds 
●​ Emphasis on phonetic 

recognition of tenses​
 

●​ Practice with -er verbs: 
visiter, parler, habiter in 3 

Term 
2  

Assessment and feedback 
on health module​
 
Introduction to Travel and 
Tourism​
 

Relevant PPTs and class 
activities.  
 
Learn core vocab from 
knowledge organiser. 
 
Quizlet practice (core and 
further vocab). 

Weekly 
vocabulary to 
learn on 
knowledge 
organisers and 
quizlet (regular 
testing). 
 

Quizlet 
(vocabulaire; 
assessment 
practice) 
Memrise 
(targeted KS4 



 

time frames​
 

●​ Drill work on sound 
differences between j’ai 
visité, je visite, je vais 
visiter​
 

Culture: travel and holidays 
in Francophone countries​
 
Countries, languages, 
nationalities​
 
Prepositions: à, en, au, aux 
+ countries/towns​
 
J’ai été + holiday activities​
 
Key verbs: visiter, parler, 
habiter in 3 time frames​
 
Est-ce que questions for 
speaking and writing​
 
Linking expressions: quand, 
si​
 
Holiday Q&A speaking 
structure​
 
Christmas topic: holidays + 
cultural link (e.g. Le Petit 
Nicolas) 
 

 
1 vocab test 
 
Summative assessment 
reading, listening, dictation 
and translation 
 
Speaking recording 
evaluation. 

Practice tasks 
online (active 
hub) or in 
exercise books. 
 
 

vocabulary, 
general) 
Languagesonlin
e.org.uk 
(grammar 
practice) 
Active hub 
Duolingo 
(possible extra 
engagement 
and 
vocabulary) 
Film resourcse 

 
  


