
 

English: Terms 1 and 2 

 Year 8 

 

 Title of 

Topic(s) 

Content/ knowledge 

to be taught  

Activities and 

assessments 

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Suggested independent 

reading 

Term 1 History of 

storytelling 

To revise etymology 
To recap Beowulf 
and explore the 
evolution of 
language. 
To recap the 
importance of 
Myths. 
To read and 
comprehend myths 
from across the 
Globe. 
To understand 
allusions in texts. 
To read and explain 
key ideas in the 
works of Chaucer. 
To understand how 
writers create 
stories with a moral. 
To write a clear 
story with a moral 
or allusion. 
To effectively use a 
range of sentences 
and paragraphs. 

 

Writing 

assessment - 

writing the opening 

to a myth 

Divine 
Epiphany 
Hierarchy 
Hubris 

Nemesis 

Metamorphosis 

Virtue 

Repentant 

Odyssey 

Redemption 

Vocabulary work 

 

Homework set to 

support learning 

in class. 

Percy Jackson and the 
Olympians (a series of 
five novels) by Rick 
Riordan 

Term 2 Novel: The 

Wordsmith 

To understand how 

the concepts of 

morality and 

perspectives are 

Assessment: reading 

assessment -  

comprehension and 

extract analysis 

Post-apocalyptic  

Dystopia 

Desecrate 

Jeopardy 

Insidious 

Home work to 

be directed by 

teacher. 

The last lie by Patricia Forde 



 

shown in the text’s 
plot and themes 

To explore the 

development of a 

character  

To make connections 

between the novel 

and our current 

context of climate 

change  

To understand how a 

theme is developed 

through a text 

To understand how a 

motif is used in a text 

for effect 

To make inferences 

about a character and 

their motivations  

Suppress 

Salvage  

Compassion    

Dehumanise 

 

 

 

 


