
Drama: Terms 1 and 2

Year 8

Title of
Topic(s)

Content/ knowledge & skills
to be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Additional reading/
websites/ resources

Year 8
Term 1

Australian
Convicts

Exploring historical period
through drama.

Establishing character.

Creating atmosphere.

Using language to
communicate historical
period.

Pair work/group work
creating, rehearsing &
performing.

Assessment of courtroom
trial scene.

Pick-pocket,
workhouse, scallywag,
scoundrel, ruffian,
swordstick, bailiff,
judge, overseer, hulk
ship, timber box.

Year 8
Term 2

The Stones Issue based drama: exploring
a true story about 2
teenagers kicking stones off
a motorway bridge and killing
the driver of a passing car.

Freeze-frames, monologue,
improvisation, script work,
whole class spontaneous
improvisation.

Establishing character;
friends, memories, status
relationship.

Improvisation and short
script extracts.

Assessment of script in
pairs.

Writing & performing
monologues.

Whole class courtroom
drama.

Status, peer pressure,
manslaughter,
prosecution lawyer,
defense lawyer, clerk,
witness, jury, closing
statement, mitigating
circumstances,
aggravating factors,
defendant, sentence,
empathy.

The Crown Court:
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-
s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s

