
Art: Terms 1 and 2

Year 8

Students will build on their learning in year 7 and begin to understand that we learn to draw and draw to learn. They will develop their ability to
use marks expressively and to use shading techniques along with some knowledge of perspective. They will learn to draw accurately and
expressively from observation and to understand and apply scale, proportions, form, contour, positive and negative space, outline, edga, mark
making  light shadow, line, and texture and later develop and apply this learning in the context of portraying people.

Title of
Topic(s)

Content/ knowledge to be
taught

Activities and assessments Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional reading/
websites/ resources

Term
1

Drawing
to Learn

Use marks expressively.

Use shading techniques to
represent three dimensions,
form and space.

Develop knowledge of
perspective.

Understand that we learn to
draw and draw to learn.

Assess visual qualities
through sustained direct
observation.

Learn to draw accurately and
expressively from observation

Understand and apply -
scale, proportions, form,
contour, positive and negative
space, outline, edga, mark

Students will:
- examine a range of
drawing styles, exploring
media, materials and
techniques to build a
repertoire of approaches to
draw to learn.

- draw from direct
observation, discuss why
drawing is important and
how people draw to learn.

- explore the rich history of
drawing from prehistoric
cave art to modernist
approaches to drawing,
allowing them to question
why am I drawing?

The project will allow for
discussion and
experimentation with mark

● Scale
● Proportion
● Form
● Contour
● Positive and

negative
space

● Outline
● Edga
● Mark making
● Light

shadow
● Line, and

texture
● Observation

Art Search and
Response -
Students complete
a mini project,
where they are
challenged to find
artwork in the
community or
wider country.
They should visit
this work in
person then
create a small
research piece on
the work and use
this to inspire
them to create
their own artwork
in response.

Tools project -
negative space:
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=seR
wbY9x914

Info on Jim Dine for
students
http://www.mraart.or
g/assets/jim_dine_u
nit.pdf
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making light shadow, line,
and texture.

making and a range of dry
media.

Term
2

Portraying
People

How has the way artists
portray people changed over
time?

What role did painting play
prior to the invention of the
camera?

How do you draw a face in
proportion?

Apply the use of number to
manage concepts of scale,
quantity and proportion.

Applying number when
visually perceiving or
physically measuring length,
distance, height, width, depth,
angle, perspective and
comparative size.

Students will be given an
opportunity to develop a
drawing of the face through
direct observation and from
secondary sources. They
will be introduced to the
proportions of the face.

Students will understand
how to use a grid to enlarge
artwork / to enable accurate
work. They will use tone,
and line  to create form

Students might be given the
opportunity to paint skin
tones or work with other
media.

● Scale
● Proportion
● Shadow
● Shade
● Form
● Realism
● Figurative
● Subject
● Anatomy
● Grid
● Continuous
● HB, 2B, 4B
● Direct

observation
● Sitter
● Pose
● Atmosphere,

Drawing
Challenge -
Students are set a
series of
observational
drawings to work
on, this embeds
skills learnt in the
previous term

Good step by step
how to draw basic
portrait
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=gPB
_L6kS2rc&feature=
emb_logo

Young People's
Guide to
Self-Portraiture -
home
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