
Music: Terms 3 and 4

Year 7

Title of Topic(s) Content/ knowledge to
be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional
reading/
websites/
resources

Term 3 Folk Music and
melody writing

Historical/Social
context:
● Traditional music

learnt by ear,
● passed down

through families,
● connected to a

place.
● Songs tell local

stories.
● Used for work, or

entertainment, or
dancing.

● Acoustic
instruments (no
electricity).

Performing:
Learning to play Drunken
Sailor (sea shanty)

Composing:
1. Understanding

the structure of a
melody

2. How melodic
phrases are

Pieces/songs studied:

Drunken Sailor (Trad.)

Barn Dance music

Bodhran and Accordian
Jigs

Going to Mass Last
Sunday (folk song)

Mary Mack

Songs for work

Kate Rusby

Morris dancing music

Wellerman

The Candlelight
Fisherman

Performance of Drunken
sailor on the keyboard

Composing melody

Performance:
accuracy, fluency,
expression

1. Timbre: Folk
instruments

2. Pulse and
Metre

3. Tempo: bpm
and relating
this to
walking/running
.

4. Rhythm:
Crochets,
quavers,
semi-quavers,
minims,
semibreves,
triplets

Time signatures, bars
5. Pitch: tonic

note
6. Melody:

phrase,
sequence,
repetition,
mode,
question and

Revision for
key learning
quiz

Practise
playing and
composing
melody at
home

Singing at
home

Musical
terminology
: Focus on
Sound

BBC
Bitesize Key
Stage 3
Music

https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82


re-used in a
number of ways

3. Learning to
compose a
melody

Musicianship skills:

Learning to read staff
notation

Ear training: aural skills.
Identifying notes by ear.
Understanding rhythm
and duration: to be able
to recognise and explain
how notes each have a
specific duration. Identify
rhythms in notation and
by ear. Working out notes
on a stave (steps/leaps.
Pitches/degrees of the
scale: 12345671).
Working out degrees of
the scale by ear.
Identifying melodic
phrases by ear.

Listening to folk melodies

Listening to folk
instruments (timbre)

answer, steps,
leaps,
sequence,
passing notes

7. Dynamics:
piano, forte,
crescendo,
diminuendo

8. Harmony:
major and
minor chords,
drone

9. Tonality: major
and minor

10. Texture:
melody and
accompanimen
t, polyphonic,
monophonic,
unison

11. Structure/form
:verse/chorus/
refrain

12. Style: folk
music from
different parts
of the British
Isles.

Term 4 As Term 3
Keyboard performance
and composition
assessment

Musicianship skills test

As Term 3 . Revise for
musiciansh
ip test

. Practise
your
melody at
home or in

Downend
School Key
Stage 3
Music
Playlist

Musical
terminology

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVihKlUf1UI9ERZvxSfFQP3Gg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVihKlUf1UI9ERZvxSfFQP3Gg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVihKlUf1UI9ERZvxSfFQP3Gg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVihKlUf1UI9ERZvxSfFQP3Gg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVihKlUf1UI9ERZvxSfFQP3Gg
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/


(Google Quiz in
classroom including
listening, theory,
notation, aural and
musical understanding
questions)

school : Focus on
Sound

BBC
Bitesize Key
Stage 3
Music

https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82

