
 

Music: Terms 1 and 2 

Year 7 

 Title of 
Topic(s) 

Content/ knowledge to be 
taught  

Activities and 
assessments 

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional 
reading/ 
websites/ 
resources 

Term 
1 

We are all 
musicians! 

An introduction to performance 
skills, music theory and the 
musical elements. 
 

1. What does being a 
musician mean? 
Introduction to the 
elements of music. 
Rationale setting out 
why we study music in 
school: to be able to 
understand what we 
hear so that we can 
understand the 
emotional impact and 
narrative. 

2. Musicianship skills: 
Ear training: aural skills. 
Identifying notes by ear. 
Understanding rhythm 
and duration: to be able 
to recognise and explain 
how notes each have a 
specific duration. Identify 
rhythms in notation and 
by ear. Working out 
notes on a stave 
(steps/leaps. 
Pitches/degrees of the 

 
 
Pieces/songs 
studied:  
 
Oh When the 
SaintsI wanna 
sing/Swing Low, 
Sweet 
Chariot/Skiffle 
Playing 
 
 
Shotgun: 
George Ezra 
 
I saw a Bird 
 
 
 

Performance: 
accuracy, fluency, 
expression 
 

 

1. Timbre: The four 
families of the 
orchestra 

2. Pulse and Metre 

3. Tempo: bpm and 
relating this to 
walking/running. 

4. Rhythm: 
Crochets, quavers, 
semi-quavers, 
minims, 
semibreves, 
triplets 

5. Time signatures, 
bars 

6. Pitch: tonic note 

7. Melody: phrase, 
sequence, 
repetition 

8. Dynamics:  piano, 

forte, crescendo, 

diminuendo 

9. Harmony: chords 

1. Music 
Questionnaire 

(Google) 
 

2. Practise 
Shotgun at 
home or in 
school 
 

3. Ear training: 
Singing at 
home using 
the aural skills 
slides 
(degrees of 
the scale 
12345671) 
 

 

Downend 
School Key 
Stage 3 Music 
Playlist 
 

Musical 
terminology: 
Focus on 

Sound 

 
BBC Bitesize 
Key Stage 3 
Music 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVihKlUf1UI9ERZvxSfFQP3Gg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVihKlUf1UI9ERZvxSfFQP3Gg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVihKlUf1UI9ERZvxSfFQP3Gg
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVihKlUf1UI9ERZvxSfFQP3Gg
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82


 

scale: 12345671). 
Working out degrees of 
the scale by ear. 
Identifying melodic 
phrases by ear. 
 
 

3. Performance 
introduction: Finger 
position (for melody and 
chords), accuracy and 
fluency 
 

 
 

10. Tonality: major 
and minor 

11. Texture: melody 
and 
accompaniment, 
polyphonic 

12. Structure/form 

13. Style 

Year 7  
Term 
2 

We are all 
musicians! 
(Continued) 

4. Regular musicianship 
skills practice (see term 
1) 

5. How to succeed in your 
performance 
 

6. Practising and 
developing a 
performance 

Keyboard 
performance 
assessment 
 
 
Musicianship 
skills test 
 
(Google Quiz in 
classroom 
including 
listening, theory, 
aural and 
musical 
understanding 
questions) 

As term 1. 1. Revise for 
musicianship 
test 
 

2. Practise 
Shotgun at 
home or in 
school 

As term 1. 

 

  


