
 

 

Reading Lessons: Terms 1 and 2 

The books selected for Reading lessons are intended to encourage students to read for pleasure and to develop and experience themes 

and ideas linked to our Downend School Values.  

  

Year 7 

In year 7 students will read engaging and funny adventures that in some cases deal with themes that link to the PSHE curriculum: disability; 

living with mental health issues and bullying. It may be that the order of reading is swapped to ensure that there are enough resources in 

term one and two.  Timings are broad and books may be read for more than one term. 

 

 Title Content Activity Homework Additional Reading 

Term 

One  

The Girl 

of Ink and 

Stars 

This modern tale weaves myth, magic 

and even a thread of political intrigue 

into its expansive fantasy world. The 

inspiring lead character, Isabella, must 

find her best friend who has 

disappeared and take a series of risks 

and difficult decisions in order to find 

her. 

Lessons start with a recall 

comprehension and 

vocabulary quiz  

 

The teacher reads to the 

group 

 

Students read from their 

own book for 15 minutes 

Students to read their 

own book for at least 

half and hour each 

week 

To be set according to 

students’ needs and 
levels. 

 

Library book lists are 

available online in 

Reading Cloud with 

different genres 
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Students who receive 

additional literacy 

support may be given 

reading to support 

interventions they are 

involved in.  

Term 

Two 

The Night 

Bus Hero 

by Onjali 

Q. Raúf 

Told from the perspective of a bully, 

this book explores themes of bullying 

and homelessness, while celebrating 

kindness, friendship and the 

potential everyone has to change for 

the good 

http://www.downend.com/British-Values-and-SMSC/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eZjUe-VRhesY4dD0vwCmdzJhnZGy2J14W3yPrs_JMr8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eZjUe-VRhesY4dD0vwCmdzJhnZGy2J14W3yPrs_JMr8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1eZjUe-VRhesY4dD0vwCmdzJhnZGy2J14W3yPrs_JMr8/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 


