
Art: Terms 1 and 2

Year 7

Students will be introduced to the formal elements of art and design. Each element is to be taught over two/three lessons and work will primarily
be done in sketchbooks. Through these lessons teachers will also begin to introduce the visual principles of rhythm, balance and composition.
Students are encouraged to talk openly about artwork, expressing ideas using the formal elements to guide their judgements and observations.

Title of
Topic

Content/
knowledge to
be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional reading,
websites or resources

Term
1

Introduction
to Art and
the formal
elements

The formal
elements of
art and
design.

The visual
principles:

Rhythm
Balance
Composition

How to talk
openly about
artwork and
express
ideas using
the formal
elements to
guide
judgements
and
observations.

Students will:
- demonstrate some
proficiency and technical
skill in the handling and
application of a range of
different materials,
techniques and
processes.

- demonstrate some
ability to record and
investigate their
observations in
sketchbooks etc. as a
basis for exploring their
own ideas.

- be able to demonstrate
some good presentation
skills when using their
sketchbooks.

- develop some ability to
effectively generate,

● Line: a path made by a moving
point through space. It is
one-dimensional and can vary in
width, direction, and length.
● Colour: is perceived by the way
light reflects off a surface. There are
three properties of colour: hue
(colour name), intensity
(strength/purity), and value (lightness
and darkness).
● Shape: is a flat, enclosed area that
is two-dimensional (length and
height). Artists use both geometric
and organic shapes.
● Form: is three-dimensional (length,
width, height) and can be viewed
from many angles. Forms have
volume and take up space.
● Space: is used to create the
illusion of depth within an artwork. It
can also refer to the positive and
negative space between, around, or
within objects.

Art Search and
Response -
Students complete
a mini project,
where they are
challenged to find
artwork in the
community or
wider country.
They should visit
this work in
person then
create a small
research piece on
the work and use
this to inspire
them to create
their own artwork
in response.

https://www.bbc.co.uk
/bitesize/topics/z9km
hyc

What is art?
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=QZQ
yV9BB50E

What is art for?
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=sn0b
DD4gXrE

Why study art?
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=vKjkx
6PzajE

Term
2

Drawing
Challenge -
Students are set a

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9kmhyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9kmhyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9kmhyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZQyV9BB50E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZQyV9BB50E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZQyV9BB50E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sn0bDD4gXrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sn0bDD4gXrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sn0bDD4gXrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKjkx6PzajE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKjkx6PzajE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKjkx6PzajE


review and refine their
ideas with a growing
sense of purpose and
intent

● Texture: describes the surface
quality of an object. Artists use both
actual texture (how things feel) and
implied texture (how things look like
they feel).
● Pattern: decorates an image or
object with regularly repeated
elements such as shapes or colour.

series of
observational
drawings to work
on, this embeds
skills learnt in the
previous term


