
Geography: Terms 5 and 6

Year 10

Title of Topic(s) Content/ knowledge to
be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional
reading/
websites/
resources

Term 5 The Living
World

- Ecosystems
exist at a range
of scales and
involve the
interaction
between biotic
and abiotic
components

- Tropical
rainforest
ecosystems
have a range of
distinctive
characteristics.

An example of a small
scale UK ecosystem to
illustrate the concept of
interrelationships within a
natural system, an
understanding of
producers, consumers,
decomposers, food
chain, food web and
nutrient cycling.

The balance between
components. The impact
on the ecosystem of
changing one
component.

An overview of the
distribution and
characteristics of large
scale natural global
ecosystems

The physical
characteristics of a
tropical rainforest.

The interdependence of
climate, water, soils,

See the
document
below for all
GCSE
Geography
subject specific
words.

https://filestore.
aqa.org.uk/reso
urces/geograph
y/AQA-8035-S
SV.PDF

Amazonia
Research Task

Assessment
Revision

Seneca
Assignments

https://www.aq
a.org.uk/subjec
ts/geography/g
cse/geography-
8035

https://www.wo
rldwildlife.org/pl
aces/amazon

https://www.int
ernetgeograph
y.net/the-tropic
al-rainforest/
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- Deforestation
has economic
and
environmental
impacts.

plants, animals and
people.

How plants and animals
adapt to the physical
conditions.

Issues related to
biodiversity.

Changing rates of
deforestation.

A case study of a
tropical rainforest to
illustrate:

● causes of
deforestation –
subsistence and
commercial
farming, logging,
road building,
mineral
extraction, energy
development,
settlement,
population growth

● impacts of
deforestation –
economic
development, soil
erosion,
contribution to
climate change.



- Tropical
rainforests need to be
managed to be
sustainable.

Value of tropical
rainforests to people and
the environment.

Strategies used to
manage the rainforest
sustainably – selective
logging and replanting,
conservation and
education, ecotourism
and international
agreements about the
use of tropical
hardwoods, debt
reduction.

Term 6 The Living
World
Continued

- Hot desert
ecosystems
have a range of
distinctive
characteristics.

- Development of
hot desert
environments
creates
opportunities

The physical
characteristics of a hot
desert.

The interdependence of
climate, water, soils,
plants, animals and
people.

How plants and animals
adapt to the physical
conditions.

Issues related to
biodiversity.

A case study of a hot
desert to illustrate:

● development
opportunities in

See the
document
below for all
GCSE
Geography
subject specific
words.

https://filestore.
aqa.org.uk/reso
urces/geograph
y/AQA-8035-S
SV.PDF

Sahel Research
Task

Assessment
Revision

Seneca
Assignments

https://www.int
ernetgeograph
y.net/topics/sus
tainable-develo
pment-in-the-d
esert/
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and challenges.

- Areas on the
fringe of hot deserts are
at risk of desertification.

hot desert
environments:
mineral
extraction,
energy, farming,
tourism

● challenges of
developing hot
desert
environments:
extreme
temperatures,
water supply,
inaccessibility.

Causes of desertification
– climate change,
population growth,
removal of fuel wood,
overgrazing,
over-cultivation and soil
erosion.

Strategies used to
reduce the risk of
desertification – water
and soil management,
tree planting and use of
appropriate technology.


