
Music: Terms 3 and 4

Year 10

Title of Topic(s) Content/ knowledge to
be taught

Activities and
assessments

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional
reading/
websites/
resources

Term 3 Musical understanding
and listening skills

● Advanced harmony:
7th chords, 9th
chords and
suspensions

● Area of Study 1:
Handel’s Oratorios

● Area of Study 1:
Handel’s Coronation
Anthems.

● Area of Study 1: The
Orchestral Music of
Haydn, Mozart and
Beethoven

● SET WORK:
Beethoven
Symphony No.1,
Movement 1

Composing Music

● Analyse Beatles

Understanding Music
assessment: test on
knowledge of musical
elements and key
terminology

Solo performance
recording

Composition tasks

MUSIC GCSE TRIP:
BSO performance and
analysis of set works

Rhythm/Metre

Melody

Tonality:
Major/Minor/Ke
ys

Harmony:
Chords/Cadenc
es/advanced

Dynamics:
Italian terms

Articulation

Texture

Structure

Playing
techniques

Devices:
Pedal,
Ostinato, Drone

Regular
revision
homework
tasks for recap
tests on
musical
understanding
and terminology

Regular
listening
homework
tasks

Performance
practice:
individual
instrumental
practise in
preparation for
the
performance
component.

2 composition
tasks

Listening:

AQA GCSE
Music
recommended
listening list

Downend
School GCSE
Music Playlist

Musical
terminology
and revision

Musical
terminology:
Focus on
Sound

BBC Bitesize
AQA GCSE
Music

Composing
(logins
required)

Composing

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com


songs (With a Little
Help), compose pop
verse and chorus.

● Features of Verse
&Chorus
Lyric-setting,
emphases and
syncopation, working
out rhythms.

● Analysis of Paul
Simon Graceland
harmonic structure.

● Analysis of You can
call me Al and
Diamonds on the
Soles of her Shoes,
develop
rhythmic/harmonic
riff.

● How to write for bass
guitar and drum-kit.

● 32-bar song
structures -
verse/middle 8 -
analysis of Tonight
You're Mine melodic
and harmonic
structure.

● Emotional impact of
chords.

● Beatles From Me to
You and Yesterday,
Candle in the Wind.

coursework -
Noteflight

Composing
coursework -
Soundtrap

Term 4 ● Developing
composition
skills.

Rhythm/Metre

Melody

Regular
revision
homework

Listening:

AQA GCSE

http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com
http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list


● Area of Study 1:
The Piano Music
of Chopin and
Schumann.
Developing your
composition.

● Area of Study 1:
The Requiem of
the late Romantic
period.

● Area of Study 1
and elements
test.

● Analysis of
Beethoven
Symphony No.1,
Movement 1

Tonality:
Major/Minor/Ke
ys

Harmony:
Chords/Cadenc
es/advanced

Dynamics:
Italian terms

Articulation

Texture

Structure

Playing
techniques

Devices:
Pedal,
Ostinato, Drone

Features of
the styles of
music:
Baroque,
Classical

tasks for recap
tests on
musical
understanding
and terminology

Regular
listening
homework
tasks

Performance
practice:
individual
instrumental
practise in
preparation for
the
performance
component.

2 composition
tasks

Music
recommended
listening list

Downend
School GCSE
Music Playlist

Musical
terminology
and revision

Musical
terminology:
Focus on
Sound

BBC Bitesize
AQA GCSE
Music

Composing
(logins
required)

Composing
coursework -
Noteflight

Composing
coursework -
Soundtrap

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com
http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com
http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/

