
English: Terms 3 and 4

Year 10

Title of Topic(s) Content/ knowledge to 
be taught 

Activities and 
assessments

Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional 
reading/ 
websites/ 
resources

Term 3 Macbeth by 
William 
Shakespeare

1. Plot Summary
Understanding the 
sequence of events in 
the play.
Key events and their 
significance

Themes
Ambition: Macbeth’s 
unchecked ambition 
leads to his moral 
downfall.
Fate vs. Free Will: The 
play explores whether 
Macbeth's actions are 
controlled by fate or his 
own choices.
Guilt and Conscience: 
Macbeth and Lady 
Macbeth are tormented 
by guilt after their 
crimes.
The Supernatural: The 
witches and visions 
influence events, 

Close Reading: Analysing 
extracts for language, 
structure, and meaning.

Annotated Reading: 
Students annotate the 
text with notes on 
themes, literary devices, 
and personal reflections.

Character Analysis: 
Creating character 
profiles based on 
evidence from the text.

Class Discussions: 
Guided discussions on 
themes, characters, and 
plot developments.

Essay Writing: Writing 
analytical essays on 
themes and characters
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symbolizing the tension 
between fate and free 
will.
Corruption of Power: 
Macbeth's lust for power 
corrupts him, leading to 
tyranny and violence.
The Natural Order: The 
murder of Duncan 
disrupts Scotland’s 
natural order, and 
Macbeth’s death restores 
balance.

4. Context
Historical Context: the 
political conditions in 
Elizabethan England, 
views of the 
supernatural, the great 
chain of being, the law of 
tanistry, the divine right 
of kings. 

Playwright’s Intentions: 
Shakespeare’s intentions 
when writing this play - 
appealing to King James I 
and engaging his 
audience in 
contemporary political 
events

Creative Writing: Writing 
alternate endings, letters 
from characters, or diary 
entries from a 
character's perspective.

Creating presentations 
or posters on specific 
aspects of the text (e.g., 
themes, context).

Drama: Hot seating 
characters

Mind Mapping: Creating 
mind maps to connect 
themes, characters, and 
events.

Research Projects: 
Investigating the 
historical, social, and 
cultural context of the 
text.

Playwright Studies: 
Learning about the 
author’s life and other 
works to gain insight into 
the text.

Film Comparison: 
Watching the film 
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Audience Reception: 
How contemporary and 
modern audiences might 
respond differently to 
the play.

Literary Devices and 
Dramatic Techniques:

Dramatic Irony: How 
Shakespeare uses this 
technique

Foreshadowing: 
Instances that hint at 
future events or 
revelations.

Symbolism: Objects, 
characters, or events that 
represent larger ideas

Motifs: a dominant or 
recurring idea in an 
artistic work.

Stage Directions: How 
the staging, lighting, and 
directions contribute to 
the atmosphere and 
themes.

adaptation and 
comparing it to the text.

Literature Quizzes: 
Testing knowledge on 
plot details, character 
names, and key quotes

Kahoot or Quizlet Live: 
Interactive online quizzes 
to reinforce learning.

Past Paper Practice: 
Working on past exam 
questions and discussing 
model answers.

Timed Writing Exercises: 
Practicing writing under 
timed conditions to 
prepare for exams.

Teacher Feedback: 
Receiving feedback on 
essays to guide 
improvement.



Term 3 Finishing 
Macbeth by 
William 
Shakespeare

and 

Revising An 
Inspector Calls 
and A 
Christmas 
Carol 

1. Plot Summary
Understanding the 
sequence of events in 
the play.
Key events and their 
significance

Themes
Ambition: Macbeth’s 
unchecked ambition 
leads to his moral 
downfall.
Fate vs. Free Will: The 
play explores whether 
Macbeth's actions are 
controlled by fate or his 
own choices.
Guilt and Conscience: 
Macbeth and Lady 
Macbeth are tormented 
by guilt after their 
crimes.
The Supernatural: The 
witches and visions 
influence events, 
symbolizing the tension 
between fate and free 
will.
Corruption of Power: 
Macbeth's lust for power 
corrupts him, leading to 
tyranny and violence.

Close Reading: Analysing 
extracts for language, 
structure, and meaning.

Annotated Reading: 
Students annotate the 
text with notes on 
themes, literary devices, 
and personal reflections.

Character Analysis: 
Creating character 
profiles based on 
evidence from the text.

Class Discussions: 
Guided discussions on 
themes, characters, and 
plot developments.

Essay Writing: Writing 
analytical essays on 
themes and characters

Creative Writing: Writing 
alternate endings, letters 
from characters, or diary 
entries from a 
character's perspective.

Creating presentations 
or posters on specific 
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The Natural Order: The 
murder of Duncan 
disrupts Scotland’s 
natural order, and 
Macbeth’s death restores 
balance.

4. Context
Historical Context: the 
political conditions in 
Elizabethan England, 
views of the 
supernatural, the great 
chain of being, the law of 
tanistry, the divine right 
of kings. 

Playwright’s Intentions: 
Shakespeare’s intentions 
when writing this play - 
appealing to King James I 
and engaging his 
audience in 
contemporary political 
events

Audience Reception: 
How contemporary and 
modern audiences might 
respond differently to 
the play.

aspects of the text (e.g., 
themes, context).

Drama: Hot seating 
characters

Mind Mapping: Creating 
mind maps to connect 
themes, characters, and 
events.

Research Projects: 
Investigating the 
historical, social, and 
cultural context of the 
text.

Playwright Studies: 
Learning about the 
author’s life and other 
works to gain insight into 
the text.

Film Comparison: 
Watching the film 
adaptation and 
comparing it to the text.

Literature Quizzes: 
Testing knowledge on 
plot details, character 
names, and key quotes

Contented

Beneficent

Philanthropic



Literary Devices and 
Dramatic Techniques:

Dramatic Irony: How 
Shakespeare uses this 
technique

Foreshadowing: 
Instances that hint at 
future events or 
revelations.

Symbolism: Objects, 
characters, or events that 
represent larger ideas

Motifs: a dominant or 
recurring idea in an 
artistic work.

Stage Directions: How 
the staging, lighting, and 
directions contribute to 
the atmosphere and 
themes.

Kahoot or Quizlet Live: 
Interactive online quizzes 
to reinforce learning.

Past Paper Practice: 
Working on past exam 
questions and discussing 
model answers.

Timed Writing Exercises: 
Practicing writing under 
timed conditions to 
prepare for exams.

Teacher Feedback: 
Receiving feedback on 
essays to guide 
improvement.


