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Music: Terms 1 and 2 SCHOOL

Year 10
Content/ knowledge to be taught Activities and Key Vocabulary Homeworks Additional reading/
assessments websites/ resources
Term Musical understanding and Regular recap tasks | Rhythm/Metre Regular Listening:
1 listening skills and tests on revision
e Introduction to the course. How will you | musical elements Melody homework AQA GCSE Music
be assessed as a musician? and terminology. tasks for recommended listening
e What is the difference between melody Tonality: recap tests on | list
and harmony? Practical. Major/Minor/Keys | musical
e How to talk about music and the musical understanding | Downend School
elements using musical terminology. Harmony: and GCSE Music Playlist
Listening to Carnival of the Animals. Chords/Cadences | terminology
e Improvisation practical. /advanced Musical terminology
e Words to describe melody. Note-taking and revision
e Practical melody work. Dynamics: Italian | homework in
e Introduction to GCSE performing. terms green cornell Musical terminology:
Criteria and solo performance notes booklet | Focus on Sound
assignment set. Articulation for each
e Words to describe rhythm and metre sub-topic in BBC Bitesize AQA
(simple time). Texture the Areas of GCSE Music
e Analysing melodies using appropriate Study
vocabulary. Words to describe melody. Structure Composing (logins
e Words to describe dynamics and Performance | required)
articulation. Playing practice:
e Compound time signatures. techniques individual Composing coursework
e Understanding tonality, scales and key instrumental - Noteflight
signatures. Devices: Pedal, practise in

Harmonic devices: pedal and drone.
Riff, Ostinato and Loop.

Ostinato, Drone

preparation for
the

e Harmony: chords, primary chords, performance
cadences, chord banks, harmonising a component.
melody.

Composition

tasks

Composing coursework
- Soundtrap



https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com
http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
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Term

Dynamics test. How well do you read
musical notation?

Rhythmic notation.

Advanced harmony: 7th chords, 9th
chords and suspensions.

Words to describe texture.

The instruments of the orchestra /
instrumental techniques.

Performing a rhythmic piece in groups of
4

Exam practice

Ornamentation.

Further advanced harmony

Area of Study 1: Handel’s Oratorios and
Coronation Anthems.

Ornamentation test.

Performing Music

Solo performance in class
Understanding the performance
criteria and requirements for GCSE

Composing Music

Developing melody-writing skills:
analysing folk music and nursery rhyme
melodic and harmonic structures, and
composing (giving character to opening
phrase, balanced phrases,
sequence/repeat but alter, cadences,
last phrase characteristics).

Analysis of Bach Minuet, Schumann
Soldaten, look at pianistic textures and
roles of accompanying texture.
Analysis of Greensleeves melodic
structure and modal harmony, compose
own using model.

Understanding

Music assessment:

Exam practice
paper with crib
sheet

Solo performance
recording

Composition tasks

As above

As above

. . DOWNEND
Listening: scHooL

AQA GCSE Music

recommended listening
list

Downend School
GCSE Music Playlist

Musical terminology
and revision

Musical terminology:
Focus on Sound

BBC Bitesize AQA
GCSE Music

Composing (logins
required)

Composing coursework
- Noteflight

Composing coursework

- Soundtrap



https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/music/gcse/music/teach/resource-list-study-pieces-and-listening-list
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7GJybAxRVijCfOf-LDgd5w4SV7wfgskY
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://portal.focusonsound.com/expired/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zfwv7nb
http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com
http://www.downendschool.gc.noteflight.com
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/
http://www.soundtrap.com/edu/

Analysis of Schumann Kinderscenen
no1, Mozart Minuet.

Analysis of Brahms Waltz and compose
own short waltz.

Melodic development in Pachelbel's
canon, and relationship with chord
pattern/ground bass

Pet Shop Boys Go West. Compose pop
melody using lyrics as starting point.
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