
 

English: Terms 1 and 2 

 Year 10 

 Title of 
Topic(s) 

Content/ knowledge to be taught  Activities and assessments Key 
Vocabulary 

Homeworks Additional 
resources 

Term 
1 

An 
Inspector 
Calls by J.B. 
Priestley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Plot Summary 
Understanding the sequence of 
events in the play. 
Key events and their significance. 
 
2. Characters 
Arthur Birling: His role as a 
wealthy businessman and his 
attitudes toward social 
responsibility. 
 
Sybil Birling: Her role as Arthur's 
wife and her interactions with 
other characters. 
 
Sheila Birling: Her transformation 
throughout the play and her 
relationship with her family. 
 
Eric Birling: His behavior, secrets, 
and eventual remorse. 
 
Gerald Croft: His engagement to 
Sheila and his involvement with 
Eva Smith. 
 

Close Reading: Analysing 
passages for language, structure, 
and meaning. 
 
Annotated Reading: Students 
annotate the text with notes on 
themes, literary devices, and 
personal reflections. 
 
Character Analysis: Creating 
character profiles based on 
evidence from the text. 
 
Class Discussions: Guided 
discussions on themes, 
characters, and plot 
developments. 
 
Essay Writing: Writing analytical 
essays on themes and characters 
 
Creative Writing: Writing 
alternate endings, letters from 
characters, or diary entries from a 
character's perspective. 
 

Bigotry 

Capitalist 

Conscience 

Conservative  

Complacency 

Culpable 

Didactic 

Exploitation 

Façade 

Hierarchy 

Hypocrisy 

Ideology 

Ignominy 

Individualisti

c 

Industrialist 

Justice 

SENECA on-line 
activities 
 
 
Reading for 
pleasure  
 
 
Online quizzes  
 
 
 
 

ClearRevise 
study guide 
 
SENECA 
 
Mr Bruff on 
YouTube 
 
Stacey Reay on 
YouTube  
 
Google: the 
physics and 
maths tutor, his 
website 
provides 
English 
resources 
 
BBC Bitesize 
GCSE 
 
Continuity Oak 
website for 
online lessons 



 

Inspector Goole: His mysterious 
nature and his role in revealing 
the characters’ moral failings. 
 
Eva Smith/Daisy Renton: 
Although not seen on stage, her 
story and its impact on the other 
characters. 
 
3. Themes 
Social Responsibility: The play's 
critique of the lack of 
responsibility among the wealthy 
and powerful. 
 
Class and Social Status: How class 
divisions affect the characters and 
their actions. 
 
Generational Conflict: Differences 
in attitudes between the younger 
and older characters. 
 
Gender Roles: The expectations 
and limitations placed on women 
in early 20th-century society. 
 
Hypocrisy and Guilt: How 
characters deal with their actions 
and the Inspector’s revelations. 
 
4. Context 

Creating presentations or posters 
on specific aspects of the text 
(e.g., themes, context). 
 
Drama: Hot seating characters 
Mind Mapping: Creating mind 
maps to connect themes, 
characters, and events. 
 
Research Projects: Investigating 
the historical, social, and cultural 
context of the text. 
 
Playwright Studies: Learning 
about the author’s life and other 
works to gain insight into the text. 
 
Film Comparison: Watching the 
film adaptation and comparing it 
to the text. 
 
Literature Quizzes: Testing 
knowledge on plot details, 
character names, and key quotes 
 
Kahoot or Quizlet Live: 
Interactive online quizzes to 
reinforce learning. 
 
Past Paper Practice: Working on 
past exam questions and 
discussing model answers. 
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Historical Context: The social, 
political, and economic 
conditions of the early 20th 
century, including pre- and 
post-World War I Britain. 
 
Author’s Intentions: J.B. 
Priestley’s socialist views and how 
they influence the play’s 
message. 
 
Audience Reception: How 
contemporary and modern 
audiences might respond 
differently to the play. 
 
5. Literary Devices and Dramatic 
Techniques 
Dramatic Irony: How Priestley 
uses this technique, particularly 
through Mr. Birling's speeches. 
 
Foreshadowing: Instances that 
hint at future events or 
revelations. 
 
Symbolism: Objects, characters, 
or events that represent larger 
ideas (e.g., the Inspector as a 
moral force). 
 
Stage Directions: How the 
staging, lighting, and directions 

Timed Writing Exercises: 
Practicing writing under timed 
conditions to prepare for exams. 
 
 
Teacher Feedback: Receiving 
feedback on essays to guide 
improvement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

contribute to the atmosphere and 
themes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 
2 

GCSE 
Literature 
Paper 1: A 
Christmas 
Carol by 
Charles  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Plot Summary 
Recognizing the structure of the 
novella, divided into staves instead 
of chapters. 
 
Identification and significance of 
important events such as Scrooge's 
encounters with the ghosts and his 
transformation. 
 
 
2. Characters: 
Ebenezer Scrooge: Analysis of his 
character traits, development, and 
transformation throughout the 
story 
. 

Close Reading: Analyzing passages 
for language, structure, and 
meaning. 
 
Annotated Reading: Students 
annotate the text with notes on 
themes, literary devices, and 
personal reflections. 
 
Character Analysis: Creating 
character profiles based on 
evidence from the text. 
 
Class Discussions: Guided 
discussions on themes, characters, 
and plot developments. 
 

Avaricious 
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SENECA on-line 
activities 
 
 
Reading for 
pleasure  
 
 
Online quizzes  
 
 
 
 

ClearRevise 
study guide 
 
SENECA 
 
Mr Bruff on 
YouTube 
 
Stacey Reay on 
YouTube  
 
Google: the 
physics and 
maths tutor, his 
website 
provides 
English 
resources 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Bob Cratchit: Understanding his 
role as Scrooge's underpaid clerk 
and his family dynamics. 
 
Tiny Tim: Importance of this 
character in highlighting social 
issues and themes of generosity 
and compassion. 
 
Ghosts (Past, Present, and Future): 
Understanding their roles, 
symbolism, and impact on 
Scrooge's transformation. 
 
Secondary Characters: Analyzing 
characters like Fred, Fezziwig, and 
others in relation to Scrooge's 
journey. 
 
3. Themes: 
Redemption and Transformation: 
Exploring how Scrooge changes 
from a miserly, cold-hearted person 
to a generous and compassionate 
one. 
 
Social Injustice and Poverty: 
Discussing Dickens's critique of 
Victorian society's treatment of the 
poor and the marginalized. 
 
Generosity and Compassion: 
Examining how acts of kindness 

Essay Writing: Writing analytical 
essays on themes and characters 
 
Creative Writing: Writing alternate 
endings, letters from characters, or 
diary entries from a character's 
perspective. 
 
Creating presentations or posters 
on specific aspects of the text (e.g., 
themes, context). 
 
Drama: Hot seating characters 
Mind Mapping: Creating mind 
maps to connect themes, 
characters, and events. 
 
Research Projects: Investigating the 
historical, social, and cultural 
context of the text. 
 
Author Studies: Learning about the 
author’s life and other works to 
gain insight into the text. 
 
Film Comparison: Watching the 
film adaptation and comparing it to 
the text. 
 
Literature Quizzes: Testing 
knowledge on plot details, 
character names, and key quotes 
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BBC Bitesize 
GCSE 
 
Continuity Oak 
website for 
online lessons 



 

and generosity are portrayed as 
fundamental virtues. 
 
Family and Community: Analyzing 
the importance of family 
relationships and community spirit 
in the novella. 
 
Isolation and Loneliness: 
Understanding how Scrooge's 
isolation affects him and others 
around him. 
 
 
4. Context: 
Victorian England and the social 
issues and injustices of Dickens’ 
time.  
Discussing the significance of 
Christmas traditions and how they 
are portrayed in the story. 
 
5. Literary Techniques:  
Analyzing Dickens's use of 
language, symbolism, imagery, and 
irony to convey his message. 
 
 

Kahoot or Quizlet Live: Interactive 
online quizzes to reinforce learning. 
 
Past Paper Practice: Working on 
past exam questions and discussing 
model answers. 
 
Timed Writing Exercises: Practicing 
writing under timed conditions to 
prepare for exams. 
 
 
Teacher Feedback: Receiving 
feedback on essays to guide 
improvement. 
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