Downend School

PARENT NEWSLETTER:

September 11th, 2026

Head’s Messages

It has been a really positive week here at Downend and we have really enjoyed welcoming all of our
students back to school. The start of a school year always brings an opportunity to reflect on the
success of the previous year and future aspirations. It has been wonderful to see them all settling into
lessons this week, alongside a number of introductory assemblies for all Houses and year groups. In
these assemblies we have focused on the theme of ‘choices’ and how we all have choices but it is
important to understand how these choices impact on others as well as ourselves. In considering these
choices we want to continue to work with you in strengthening our inclusive school values and make
Downend School a positive, safe and welcoming place for everyone.

I'd like to offer a special congratulations to our year 7s, who will very shortly have completed their first
full week as Downend students. Having spoken to many of them, they have all embraced the new
experiences this week including being guides or subject helpers on open evening and risen to the
challenge of starting a new school. We are all looking forward to another brilliant year.

Start of term

The start of a new term is always a good opportunity to revisit the school expectations and routines.
We would like to thank all of our families for supporting us by ensuring students are ready to learn with
the correct equipment, arriving on time and in the correct uniform. We are confident that the majority
of our students now have the correct uniform and those who don’t are being supported in resolving
any outstanding issues. Please encourage your child to wear the uniform correctly as this supports the
conversations staff have in school. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.

Update from the Trust

We started this new school year as part of Pathway Trust which formalises the collaboration that has
been present and strong for the last 3 years. Attached is a welcome letter from our CEO, William
Roberts which explains a little more about Pathway. @& Parent Update - Sept 2026 (1) (1).pdf


https://drive.google.com/file/d/13n59WcXue04AcCRjgMMgBHtrQM6YyzpJ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.downend.com/British-Values-and-SMSC/

Open Evening 11th September

The school’s open evening took place yesterday evening and it was a really busy and positive evening.
The open mornings begin on 15th September until 1st October. Thank you to all of the students who
assisted with the evening in the role of speakers, guides and subject helpers. The students were a
credit to themselves and the school.

School Photos for Years 7,9 and 12

All students in years 7,9 and 12 will have their school photographs taken by Tempest Photography on
Monday 21st September. Your child will come home with a QR code which you will be able to scan to
view the proofs to allow you place any orders directly with Tempest Photography.

Car park safety

We politely request that parents / carers do not drive onto the school site at the start or end of the
school day unless your child has a disability. This is to ensure the safety of all of our students at this
very busy time.

Reception Doors

The doors to our reception are on access control, this is to safeguard not only the students but the staff
within our school.

To gain access into reception you will need to press number 2 followed by the bell button on the
control panel found to the right of the doors (above the Yondr pouch unlocking station). Our
receptionist will then be able to let you into the reception.

To exit the reception you will need to press the button on your left hand side to open the doors.

Yondr Pouches

We have been really pleased with how the students have taken to the move to a phone free site. Daily
checks on the gate are happening and phones are collected at this point from those who have
forgotten their pouches.

If a student loses or damages their Yondr pouch they are expected to purchase a replacement. This can
be done on Scopay and we ask parents to inform us by email to dow-admin@cset.co.uk to inform us of
this payment. A replacement Yondr pouch costs £16.


mailto:dow-admin@cset.co.uk

Thank you for your help in implementing this significant change, we have noticed a big difference
around the school in the positive interactions students are having with each other.

Sixth Form

The week beginning the 28th September is the first PPE for our year 13 cohort. These assessments will
take place in-class. Teachers will make sure that students know the content that will be covered, the
date and time of the assessment. Information will be posted on google classroom.

This is a really important opportunity for the students to secure or improve their UCAS predictions.
Evidence from assessments reinforced by the teachers professional judgement is the basis of any
UCAS prediction.

If your child needs any support please let the Post 16 team know, we will do what we can to support
them.

Extra curricular activities

The extra curricular activities programme for term 1 and 2 will very soon be added to the school
website. It has been shared with tutors and will be displayed in school for students to see. The
programme is as varied as possible to hopefully give every student something that they would like to
attend. This could be a new activity or something that they already have a passion for. We encourage
everyone to get involved and pride points are awarded for attendance at any extra curricular activities.

Celebrating Success

At Downend we want to get to know the students well and celebrate their successes. We know that we
have some students doing remarkable things outside of school either locally or nationally. Sometimes
we are not aware of these achievements which are an integral part of their identities. This is why are
asking parents and carers to send in any information about your child’s extracurricular successes

(along with photos if they feel comfortable) into the email address dow-studentsuccess@cset.co.uk, so
that we, as a school community, can celebrate those successes with our students.

We understand that some may not want these being shared with their peers, which is why their
successes will be shared via the staff newsletter, so that staff members can praise students
individually. At Downend we have had a number of students achieve some great feats, such as
attending international sporting events and competitions, performing at local theatres and
completing high level music grades . We believe that this will allow us to know our students better,
build even better relationships and encourage them in all of their endeavours.


mailto:dow-studentsuccess@cset.co.uk

This Term’s Key Dates

17th Sept Year 12 Information Evening

21st Sept School photos for Year 7,9, 11 and 12

22nd Sept  Community Council meeting (1)

24th Sept Year 7 and 13 Tutor Evening

28th Sept Year 13 PPE assessments (in class) 28th - 1st Oct

1st Oct Year 11 parent meeting for GCSE music
2nd Oct INSET day (2)
15th Oct Post 16 University and Apprenticeship event

22nd Oct Post 16 Open Evening

23rd Oct Last day of term 1

Term time dates for 2026/2027 and Inset dates

Term 1: 3/9/26 - 23/10/26 Term 2:2/11/26 - 18/12/26 Term 3: 4/1/27 - 12/2/27

Term 4:22/2/27 - 25/3/27 Term 5:12/4/27 - 28/5/27 Term 6:7/6/27 - 23/7/27

The INSET Days for 2026-27 are as follows:

Thursday 3rd September Friday 2nd October 2026 Monday 2nd November 2026
Monday 4th January 2027 Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th April 2027
Monday 5th July 2027 Al INSET days are full days and there are no half INSET days
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