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There are two options for KS4 Science: the Combined Science qualification, which is 

the equivalent of two GCSEs, or Separate Sciences which will be three separate 

GCSEs, one for Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

All the science courses focus on engaging pupils by using up to date and relevant 

examples, a high amount of practical science and a focus on recent developments 

and key turning points in the subject. Students can go on to study ‘A’ levels from 
either of these courses.   

  

AQA COMBINED SCIENCE: Trilogy  

  

What will I learn?  

You will spend one third of the lessons on each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

on a rotation.  

Topics include: Cell biology; Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and 

evolution; Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of Matter; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; Forces; 

Energy; Waves; Electricity.  

There are 21 Required Practical Activities to be completed.  

  

How will I be taught?  

Lessons will involve a mixture of discussion, demonstration and practical. You will 

produce a variety of written work including short answer questions, calculations and 

longer practical write ups.  

  

How will I be assessed?  

This course is the equivalent of two GCSEs and two grades will be awarded. 

Combined Science will have a 17-point grading scale, from 9–9, 9–8 through to 2–1, 

1–1. There are two tiers of entry, Higher tier which assesses grades 99-44 and 

Foundation tier which assesses grades 55-11. The course covers topics from 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics and will be assessed by 6 exams (2 per subject 

each lasting 1 hour 15 min) at the end of Year 11. There is no coursework element 

for this course.   

   

  

AQA SEPARATE SCIENCE: GCSE BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS 

(Triple)  

  

What will I learn?  

The course extends the range of science covered by Combined Science. This 

enables you to achieve separate GCSEs in Biology, Physics and Chemistry, each 

with its own grade. Most of the extra content builds on and extends topics taught on 



Combined Science, but there are extra topics such as Space in Physics and The 

Haber Cycle in Chemistry. 

There will be 28 Required Practical Activities to be completed.  

  

How will I be taught?  

You will be taught by two or three specialist teachers and activities will be varied.  

These will include discussion, demonstrations, video clips and practical 

investigations, producing written reports and answering written questions.  

  

How will I be assessed?  

For each GCSE there will be two exams (each lasting 1 hour 45 min). There is no 

coursework element for these courses. You will earn an individual grade for each 

subject, from 9 - 1. There are two tiers of entry, Higher tier which assesses grades 9-

4 and Foundation tier which assesses grades 5-1.   
 


