MUSIC GCSE

Qualification: GCSE
Board: AQA

What will | learn?

This course opens the door to a wide range of students of all abilities and musical
backgrounds. You do not have to have been formally learning an instrument to
access the course, although we do encourage students to have instrumental or
singing lessons where possible. The approximate standard is Grade 3 by the time
the student is in Y11.

Students who are more musically able will be stretched and will even be encouraged
to take it up for A level and beyond. We encourage all students who take this subject
to join an ensemble extracurricular group offered at school (or in your own time
outside school).

How will | be taught?

We aim to make music lessons fun and lots of opportunities are given to learn more
about the music you love, as well as giving you an insight into unfamiliar styles and

genres. You will need to compose and perform throughout the course. You will work
on keyboards, other instruments and use various music software on chromebooks.

There are some compulsory strands including the study of set works from the
western classical tradition, popular music of the 20"/21% centuries as well as music
from other cultures. Because of the smaller group sizes, music teachers are also
able to deliver lessons that can be tailored towards the individual musical
preferences and tastes of the students.

How will | be assessed?
The course is assessed in 3 ways:

a) Performing 2 pieces on an instrument of your choice (or voice) — 30%
b) Composing 2 pieces — 30%
c) Listening and Understanding in the form of an exam — 40%

Should | choose MUSIC GCSE?
* Do you enjoy listening to music at home?
» Do you enjoy singing or playing an instrument?
» Do you enjoy making up your own music?
+ If “Yes” to any of these, then do consider taking this subject!



