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In a Nutshell…
● Students will select 4 options (plus 2 reserve choices)

 
● Options to be submitted via a Google form by Monday March 9th

● All submissions that are received by the deadline are treated equally 
- there’s no ‘first come, first served’

● We do allocate options in order of preference - put your number one 
choice first!

● Whilst we try our best to match all of a student’s choices, we cannot 
guarantee that this will always be possible



Date Activity

Monday 2nd February Guided Choices Assembly

Thursday 5th February Guided Choices Evening

w/c 9th February Online option form goes live

Thursday 5th March Parents’ Evening

Monday 9th March Options form deadline

     Key Dates



Key Stage 4 Curriculum

● Downend offers a curriculum to ensure every student 
follows courses that are:
� Suitably challenging
� Coherent and balanced
� Preparing them for further education and employment



What should I think about when making my choices?

● What do I want to learn about?

● Balance of topics

● Future plans *



Key Stage 4 Curriculum

All students study a statutory core curriculum of:
○ English
○ Maths
○ Science (Combined or Separate)
○ Core PE
○ Life Skills including statutory RS



Key Stage 4 Curriculum

All students study one of 
Geography/History/French/German

You will need to decide which one to study

(It’s possible to study more than one of these)



Key Stage 4 Curriculum
Students study three other subjects from the following:

^you can study at most one Art subject
*you can study at most one Technology subject

Art: Fine Art^
Art: Commercial Art^
Business
Computing
Drama
French
Geography
German
History
Media

Music
Religious Studies
Separate Science (Triple)
Sports Studies
Technology: Design and Technology*
Technology: Design and Technology (Textiles)*
Technology: Engineering Manufacturing*
Technology: Engineering Programmable Systems*
Technology: Food Preparation and Nutrition*



How can I find out more?



● Unifrog is designed to support learners in making informed decisions about their 

future. Each student has their own account that provides a range of information 

related to their interests and aspirations.

● You can create a parent account where you’ll be able to see what your child is 

doing on Unifrog, including any interactions tagged against their name and any 

upcoming events we’ve logged for them. 

● Please see the letter on your chairs for further guidance on how to create an 

account and access Unifrog or visit the careers stall in the Study Centre.

Unifrog - careers guidance



Options Form



Frequently Asked Questions

Yes!

Most examinations are taken in the summer of Y11.

For some subjects. Check with your teacher for individual queries.

No!

� Can students opt out of English/Maths/Science/PE?

� Will students have to do any coursework or controlled assessments?

� When will students take the examinations/be awarded the qualifications?

� Are all courses of equal worth and/or recognised by employers?



Frequently Asked Questions

We hope so but we can’t give a 100% guarantee yet. 

We can’t always guarantee that all course combinations will be possible.

No (with the exception of some languages courses)

We strongly advise you to take a language where possible.

� Will all courses run?

� Will all combinations of courses be possible?

� Can students study courses not currently listed on the options grid?

� What about Languages?



Frequently Asked Questions

Yes. Alternative KS4 provision does exist in the local area. 

Via Google Form.

No. All forms submitted by the deadline are treated equally. But…

Yes. We treat options in order of preference. Please put your most 
important subject first.

� Are there any other possibilities apart from Downend?

� How do students submit choices?

� Is it ‘first come, first served?’

� Does the order that subjects are selected matter?



Next steps

● Visit the subject stalls
● Review the presentations/information with your parents
● Look at the Subject Material
● Talk to your teachers
● Subject Parents’ Meetings – March 5th
● Complete and return options form by March 9th



STUDY CENTRE

Geography
History
Religious Studies
Careers

GYM

Art
Business
Computing
Drama
Languages: French/German
Media
Music
Separate Science (Triple)
Sports Studies
Technology Subjects


