RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS GCSE
Qualification: GCSE
What will | learn?
Are you curious about the world around you and the diverse beliefs that shape it? The GCSE is
your gateway to understanding the core teachings and practices of two religions. This course
dives deep into the philosophical and religious perspectives on some of life's most profound
questions. Here's what you'll gain:

Trip opportunities: Berlin, Buddhist temples, Christian places of worship

Board: AQA

Insight into Beliefs, Teachings and Practices: Explore the core beliefs and rituals of two
religions, gaining a deeper insight of their impact on followers' lives.
Philosophical Inquiry: Tackle fundamental questions about human existence, morality, and

the choices we make.

Critical Thinking: Challenge ideas and concepts, both religious and secular, and learn to

evaluate them critically.

Express Your Views: Develop the skills to articulate your own perspectives using an objective

and philosophical approach

Beliefs, teachings and practices

Philosophy and Ethics

Christianity

* Nature of God

* Incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection and
ascension

* Sin and salvation

* The afterlife

e Worship and prayer

e Sacraments

* Pilgrimage

* Festivals

e  Community

Buddhism

e Buddha's life and
significance

e Human personality and
destiny

¢ Three marks of existence
¢ Four Noble Truths

*  Worship and meditation
o Afterlife

e Festivals and retreats

e Buddhist ethics

Four Themes:

1. Religion and Life

2. Relationships and
Families

3. Religion, peace
and conflict

4. Crime and
Punishment

How will | be taught?

Lessons will have an emphasis on class discussions and group work as well as independent
research and structured essays. You will have to demonstrate the ability fo think clearly, logically
and from a variety of standpoints. You will also need to express your own opinions whilst taking

info account the views of others.
How will | be assessed?

Two 1 hour 45 minute exams at the end of Year 11. One will be on Christianity and Buddhism
Beliefs, Teachings and Practices and the other will be on the four themes studied. There is no

coursework.

Should | choose the Religion, Philosophy and Ethics GCSE?

RPE will teach the skills and understanding needed to work with
people of all faiths and cultures. These skills are vitally important in all
careers especially professions such as Law, Medicine, Health, Police,
Politics, Education, Teaching, Social Work, Child Care, The Armed

Forces and any profession that brings you into contact with other

people.




