GCSE Religion, Philosophy and Ethics
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Features of GCSE Religion, Philosophy
and Ethics

You will explore the traditions, belief and practices of two world religions and explore the Big
Questions asked by all humans about the meaning and purpose of life.

You will examine how religious beliefs are affected by history and culture

You will analyse different traditions within Buddhism and Christianity and explain why there are some
many differences and disagreements.

You will analyse the influence that religion has on modern society and explore the link between
belief and behaviour

You will analyse, discuss and debate modern ethical issues such as abortion, euthanasia, genetic
modification, war and conflict, same-sex marriage, religion and politics, crime and punishment,
equality and discrimination and many others!

You will develop your understanding of different worldviews and individual human motivations.

You will use literary and historical sources to explore religious beliefs and ethical questions, this course
also draws upon art, music and film.

You'll learn how to identify controversial issues, to compare and evaluate different beliefs, to
develop individual critical awareness, and to justify your own point of view.
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| have an idea of the subjects | want to study and while choosing
what | wanted to do | noticed how much religious studies compliments
so many other subjects. Subjects like law, politics which really intrigue

me and others such as history, psychology and sociology.
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mon’red to do RS becouse\
as a person growing up in the

21st century | felt the need to
educate myself on other
people's beliefs and cultures.
It's genuinely fascinating to
learn about and truly
enriches your knowledge. A

| love religious studies
and | fruly believe it
caters to all students,
however people with
stfrong political and
social views yet an open
mind would be suited for
it

Lot of people get put off by
the religion aspect however it
isn't just about religion, it's
about the ethics of modern
society and allows you as a
young person to voice your
opinions on certain topics

which | love to do, not going
to lie.

The reason | choose RS
for GCSE is because |
have strong opinions and
in RS you can argue
some of these things and
it is very interesting. |
would recommend it to
people who are
interested in not only
religion, but Philosophy,
and not frightened of
saying what you think
and stand for. | have
enjoyed RS and is one of

Here’s my favourite lessons.
All of my friends taking RS love both the philosophical,
what religious and ethical aspects of the course. Subjects
year 11 include abortion, gender equality, history of religion
and so much more. | really recommend RS to all
have 10 |students and believe it's an amazing attribute to have
say not just for your post 16 options but also an amazing
***** | thing to carry with you through life.




What will | learn?

Beliefs, teachings and practices (50 %)

Philosophy and

*The afterlife
*Worship and prayer
rSacraments
*Pilgrimage
rFestivals
*Community

rThree marks of existence
rFour Noble Truths
*Worship and meditation
rAfterlife

rFestivals and retreats
*Buddhist ethics

4

Ethics (50%)
Christianity Buddhism Four Themes:
*Nature of God rBuddha'’s life and 1.Religion and Life
rIncarnation, crucifixion, significance 2.Relationships and
resurrection and ascension *PHuman personality and Families
*Sin and salvation destiny 3.Religion, peace and

conflict
.Crime and Punishment




Critical thinking and broad, cultural
aspects.

o[t will also explore some of the most important
questions about how people behave and
the choices that we make.

*You Will be challenged to think critically
about dominant beliefs and concepts, both
religious and non-religious.

*You will develop the abllity to evaluate these
ideas in order to express your own Vviews using
an objective and philosophical approach.




Assessment
* NO coursework

* Written responses ranging
from short answer questions
to extended evaluation
guestions.

« 2 x exams (1 hour 45 minutes
each)

e Exam board: AQA

Future options

* Well-respected Humanities
subject, recognised by all
colleges and universities
iIncluding the Russell Group.

« Complements skills and
knowledge used in English,
History, Geography and
Science.

* Develops critical thinking,
analytical and evaluation
skills, great for A level essay
writing

» Essential for careers that
iInvolve working with people
such as medicine, education,
police, polifics, media and
many other public services.




