Geography GCSE at ,1

DOWNEND
SCHOOL

The study of geography is about more than
just memorizing places on a map. It's about
understanding the complexity of our world,
appreciating the diversity of cultures that
exists across continents. And in the end, it's
about using all that knowledge to help
bridge divides and bring people together.

President Barack Obama



CELEBRATING Geography
ST Department Results

UCCESS 2023

121 Students - Grade 9s - 9 Grade 8s - 9 Grade 7s - 26

Grade4-9 Grabdes-9 Grade 7-9

13% 63% 31%

National Average 65% National Average 52% National Average 25%




Why Geography?

Please click the link and watch the video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hxpF8FJINI



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhxpF8FJlNI

What will | study?

Unit Title All 1 hour 30 min exams Assessment Type

EXAM - 35%
EXAM -30%

Unit 1 - Living with the Physical
Environment

Environment

Unit 3 - Geographical Applications

>
Unit 2 - Challenges in the Human >
>




What will | study?

1. Living with the Physical
Environment

Challenge of Natural Hazards:
tectonic hazards, tropical stoms,
extremewesther inthe UK,
climate change

2. Challenges in the Human
Environment
Urban Challenges:

Globzal patterns, two contrasting
cities, sustsinableurbanfutures

3. Geographical Applications

Issue Evaluation: {Pre-release)
You are given an information
booklet, you learn the
informationand then are tested
on the content.

The Living World:
Loczl ecosystems, tropical
rainforestzand hot deserts

The Changing Economic World:
Globzl patterns, closing the
developmentsap, contrasting
studiesof economic
development

Fieldwork: two fieldwork
enguiries, contrasting
environments, physicaland
human geosgsr=phy, enquiry
process.

Fieldtrip!

Physical Landscapes in the UK:
Both coastsand river landscapes

The Challenge of Resource
Management:

Overview of resourcesinthe UK,
global resource security-one
from food, water, energy.




Mr Morgan - Head Of Geography

is a big part of what makes it worthwhile.

Geography has helped to give me an understanding of the places | have been lucky
enough to visit. As a geography teacher | have also been fortunate enough to travel
to many interesting places such as China, Turkey and Iceland. | think Geography
helps me appreciate the environments and cultures of these places even more. |
believe that it is incredibly important that we study issues such as climate change
and hopefully some of our geographers will go on to work in areas that help people

improve the situation.

| have always loved my subject. | had great teachers of geography at school who
inspired me to learn about the world. | have taught at Downend School for almost 11
years now and really enjoy sharing my passion for geography with our students. It is
an incredibly rewarding job and seeing our students success at GCSE and A-Level

The Geography Team at Downend School

These are two of my favourite photos; both were taken in Iceland on the 2017
A-Level Geography field trip with Downend School. On the left is the group under
the Northern Lights and on the right myself and one of the students on the trip
standing at the bottom of one of the waterfalls we visited. Hopefully lots of
students in Year 9 will have the same opportunity in a few years time.



The Geography Team at Downend School

Mr Smale - Teacher Of Geography

As a subject, geography has always captured my interest.
Growing up in Cornwall, | was fortunate enough to have
access to some of the most beautiful landscapes and
environments the country has to offer. This sparked an
interest in outdoor pursuits and gave me the fundamentals to
want to learn more about geography and why places are the
way they are.

Geography has given me many opportunities, it's allowed me
to hike around the Icelandic wilderness, experience the
Moroccan Sahara and travel large parts of the western world.
It's given me an appreciation for many different cultures and
ways of life. After studying Geography & Natural Hazards at
university, geography allowed me to first work as a Civil
Engineer, followed by allowing me to spend a couple of years
studying to be a military pilot with the Royal Navy and finally
to qualify as a geography teacher. It truly is a subject that can
open so many different doors in life.




The Geography Team at Downend School

Mrs Davey - Teacher Of Geography p— &f

| love to teach geography, as | am curious about the world and want to share this
enthusiasm with my students. Not every subject covers so much and literally
changes daily. One of the most interesting places | have visited was Sri Lanka,
where | travelled around the central and southern half of the island. However, if | am
honest, the place that really inspires me is the Pembrokeshire coastline. | love the
wild and rocky feel and also how there is always something there that will take my
breath away.

My journey to become a Geography
teacher took a little while. | have worked for
several companies including one that sold
environmental pollution monitors, which
allowed me to travel to the USA and across

Ireland. However, | am happiest here at My two pictures are of the
- Caerfai Bay nr St Davids and

Downend, where | feel privileged to be able the other | took glacier

to share my knowledge and appreciation of T(V;:E:g "zvgqgthe year 13'sin

the world, with our amazing students.




The Geography Team at Downend School

Mr Allen - Teacher Of Geography

| have always found geography to be a fantastic subject. It was definitely my
favourite subject at school and then | continued to study Environmental Science
from the University of York.

| really enjoy teaching geography here at Downend
~ School. We have a great curriculum that allows us to
explore the world around us. Geography is very relevant
in the modern world, with some of my favorite lessons
~ exploring issues such as climate change. It is great
== when we are able to get out of the classroom and look at
some geography and so | have included a photo of some
sixth formers working on their independent projects.

< | have been fortunate to have travelled widely prior to becoming a teacher. | have
: included a picture from my time in Vanuatu in Oceania, where | was able to climb an
« active volcano and gain first hand experience of an incredible natural hazard.



Why Geography?
theguardian

A UK world politics sport football opinion culture business lifestyle fashion environment tech travel = browse all sections
home ) opinion columnists

The Guardian view on geography:it's the

must-have A-level

A-levels
Opinion

“Geography is all the rage.”

“Geography is a subject for
our times.”

“Geography is soaring in
popularity.”




Why Geography? Field Work?

You will carry out 2 field trips for your GCSE Geography

We visit Porthkerry Beach in South Wales to look at Coastal Landscapes and
Downend to look at quality of life in urban areas

This work will be assessed in your third exam paper
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Physical Landscapes

COASTS

Why are millions of
properties atrisk of
fallinginto the sea?

How should we protect
ourcoastlines?
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The Challenge of
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Where can Geography take me?

Just a few of the organisations who employ Geographers
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Careers in, or linked to Geography:

There are too many to fit onto one
slide so please follow this link to see
some of the career paths you could
follow with geography:

https://www.rgs.org/schools/teachi
ng-resources/going-places-with-ge
ography-brochure/

Send your questions to:
Steve.morgan@cset.co.uk

James.smale@cset.co.uk

Sharon.davey@cset.co.uk

John.allen@cset.co.uk
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