
ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE  

  

  

Qualification: GCSE  

Board: AQA  

  

Students will study 2 separate GCSE qualifications -  English Language GCSE and 

English Literature GCSE  

  

  

AQA ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE  

  

 What will I learn?  

The course develops skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening through work 

on a wide range of texts and tasks.  

  

How will I be taught?  

Through shared study of texts, class discussion, individual assignments, group and 

paired activities  

  

How will I be assessed?  

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing: written exam, 1 hour 45 

minutes, worth 50% of the GCSE.  

Section A: Reading one literature text.  

Section B: Writing descriptive or narrative text.  

  

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives: written exam, 1 hour 45 minutes, 
worth 50% of the GCSE.  

Section A: Reading one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text.  

Section B: Writing to present a viewpoint.  

  

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken language. Presenting and responding to 

questions and feedback using Standard English. Teacher marked and assessed. 

(0% weighting of GCSE)  

  

  

 

AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE  

   

What will I learn?  

The course requires the detailed study of a Shakespeare play, a 19th century novel, 

a modern text, a poetry anthology and some unseen poetry.   

 

The texts you’ll cover are:  
 

Shakespeare: Macbeth by William Shakespeare 

19th century novel: A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 



Modern text: An Inspector Calls play by J.B. Priestley 

Poetry: AQA Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology and various unseen poems 

  

How will I be taught?  

Through shared study of texts, class discussion, individual assignments, group and 

paired activities  

  

 

How will I be assessed?  

 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel: written exam, I hour 45 minutes, 

worth 40% of the GCSE.  

  

Paper 2:  Modern texts and poetry: written exam, 2 hours 15 minutes, worth 60% of 

the GCSE.   
 


