
6. Applying to university
Applications to full-time higher education courses in the UK must be made through UCAS.
For further information visit www.ucas.com. For some nursing and midwifery courses you
need to apply through NMAS. Visit www.nmas.ac.uk.

How do I apply to university?
You can apply to university using an online application system – www.ucas.com/apply. Your school
or college can give you a ‘buzzword’ that allows you to login to the website.

Application sequence and important dates (for 2008 entry)

Your school or college will also have their own deadlines to ensure they have time to check your
application and write your references.

Are there any restrictions on choice?
� You can make up to five choices when applying to UCAS (2008 entry).  

� Although students usually choose the same or similar courses at five different universities, you
can apply for more than one course at a university.

� If applying to Oxbridge you must choose either Oxford or Cambridge; you cannot apply to both.

� If you apply to medicine, dentistry or veterinary science, you can only make four choices in one
of these subjects and one further choice in a different subject.

How can I check my application?
Once you have applied to UCAS you will be sent details of how to check the progress of your
application using the online applicant enquiry service.

2007

1 September
Start of UCAS cycle, get applications in early

15 October
Deadline for applications to Oxford and Cambridge universities

15 October
Deadline for courses in medicine, dentistry and veterinary science

1 January
First date for Route B Art and Design courses

15 January
Deadline for all university applications (except Route B)

24 March
Deadline for Route B Art and Design courses

Receive decisions from universities and colleges

Confirm firm and insurance choices

14 March
UCAS Extra – if you haven’t received any offers you may add

another course/university choice up until clearing begins

1 July
Applications for HE maintenance grants and

student loans to your LA
Mid August
Clearing vacancies published

After September
Start of academic year
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